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Message from Lauren Noble ’11, Founder  

Since our founding in the winter of 2010, the Buckley Program has grown 
immensely. Today, we are close to passing the $200,000 mark in funds raised, 
thanks to both supportive foundations and individuals. We have developed roots 
on campus, becoming an integral part of its academic geography. And we are 
poised to continue growing and making an impact at Yale. I hope you take the 
time to read this newsletter and learn more about what we are doing in New 
Haven. 

I am deeply grateful to those who have shown their trust in this Program and its 
leadership. We started with an ambitious goal — to provide true intellectual 
diversity at Yale — and many joined us in making that goal a reality. I want to 
thank all of our donors for their generosity. As we look into the future, I hope to 
continue reporting more blue skies and smooth sailing.  

 

Message from Nathaniel Zelinsky ’13, Student President 

On behalf of the Buckley Program, I am happy to report a successful end to the 
2011-2012 academic year — and what a year it has been. We started at a 
clipped pace and never looked back. Beginning in September, the Program 
brought 19 guest speakers to Yale’s campus, averaging almost one a week in the 
spring semester. Lecturers included Harvard Professor Harvey Mansfield, 
Ambassador L. Paul Bremer ’63, and The Wall Street Journal’s Steve Moore.  

Our November gala-conference on the 60th anniversary of God and Man at Yale 
saw close to 200 guests come to New Haven for an afternoon of panel 
discussions and an evening of tributes by members of the Buckley family and Dr. 
Henry Kissinger.  

In February, we sent 20 students on a subsidized educational trip to the 
Conservative Political Action Conference in DC, where they spent three days 
observing the conference activities. That same month, we launched our new 
debate series, in partnership with the Rosenkranz Family Foundation. The first 
two debates explored the Supreme Court’s interpretation of the 2nd Amendment 
and the role of American foreign policy. For their support of this activity, we would 
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2014-2015 Mid-Academic Year Report

Dear Friend,
Another exciting semester is underway for the 
William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale. As we begin 
what promises to be a busy few months, I wanted to 
bring you up to speed on some of the highlights of 
the 2014-2015 academic year. 

There’s no doubt that a critical moment for the 
Buckley Program in the fall semester centered on 
our hosting of the courageous activist Ayaan Hirsi 
Ali. In spite of attempts to silence Ms. Hirsi Ali, free 
expression carried the day, with over three hundred 
people filling up one of the largest lecture halls on 
campus. We even had to turn away hundreds more 
due to lack of space. 

If this serves as any indication, it’s safe to say that 
there’s a demand for different points of view in 
higher education, and we are pleased to provide just 
that. I hope you’ll take the time to learn more about 
the many forums for intellectual diversity that we 
offered last semester as well as what we have in store 
for this coming semester. 

In other good news, our Student Fellows Program 
has expanded to 120 students. These students enjoy 
opportunities to meet with guest speakers over a 
meal, attend subsidized conferences, and more. 

Even off campus, our impact continues to grow. 
C-SPAN Book TV covered our fourth annual 
conference on James Burnham’s Suicide of the West, 
and thousands of viewers have watched our lectures, 
debates, and panels through our YouTube channel. 

Of course, none of our efforts would be possible 
without the support of our donors. Fortunately, 
2014 was a record year for us in this area, with 538 
individuals and foundations stepping up for our 
cause. We are deeply grateful for your generosity. 

I hope we can continue to earn your support in 2015 
and that you will be able to join us for our upcoming 
Disinvitation Dinner in New York City or one of the 
many events we have coming up in New Haven. 

Please feel free to contact me at Lauren@
BuckleyProgram.com with any questions or 
comments about our programs. I look forward to 
keeping you updated on our activities. 

Sincerely, 

Lauren Noble
Founder and Executive Director 

 
Lauren Noble 
Founder and Executive Director  
 
 
Buckley Program By The Numbers 
 
120 Student Fellows 
538 Donors in 2014  
512 Facebook Likes  
194 Twitter Followers  
231 YouTube Channel Subscribers  
61,879 Total YouTube Views  
165 Countries Represented by Viewers 
762,712 Estimated Watched Minutes  
27,364 Views of Ayaan Hirsi Ali’s Lecture  
 
 
 

 
 
Ayaan Hirsi Ali gives her September 2014 lecture to a crowded auditorium. Photo credit: 
Yale Daily News.   
 

 
 
General Michael Hayden delivers the keynote address at our fourth annual conference.  
 

 
 
Speakers at our panel discussion on Barry Goldwater, the 1964 Election, and A Time for 
Choosing: 50 Years Later.  
 
  
 
Schedule of Events for Fall 2014  
 
Saturday, September 6th: Seminar with Dr. Alvin Felzenberg on William F. Buckley, 
Jr.  
 
Monday, September 15th: Lecture by Ayaan Hirsi Ali on the Clash of Civilizations: 
Islam and the West, made possible with the generous support of the Irving Brown 
Lecture Series and Young America's Foundation 

Ayaan Hirsi Ali gives her 
September 2014 lecture to a 
crowded auditorium. 
Photo credit: Yale Daily News  

General Michael Hayden 
delivers the keynote address 
at our fourth annual conference. 
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Speakers at our panel discussion on Barry Goldwater, the 1964 Election, and A Time for 
Choosing: 50 Years Later.  
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Saturday, September 6th: Seminar with Dr. Alvin Felzenberg on William F. Buckley, 
Jr.  
 
Monday, September 15th: Lecture by Ayaan Hirsi Ali on the Clash of Civilizations: 
Islam and the West, made possible with the generous support of the Irving Brown 
Lecture Series and Young America's Foundation 

Speakers at our panel discussion on Barry Goldwater, the 1964 Election, and A Time for Choosing: 50 Years Later.

120 Student Fellows
538 Donors in 2014 
522 Facebook Likes 
195 Twitter Followers 
266 YouTube Channel Subscribers 

Buckley Program By the NumBers
73,431 Total YouTube Views 
165 Countries Represented by Viewers
921,514 Estimated Watched Minutes 
28,029 Views of Ayaan Hirsi Ali’s Lecture 
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saturday, september 6th

Seminar with Dr. Alvin Felzenberg on William F. Buckley, Jr. 

monday, september 15th

Lecture by Ayaan Hirsi Ali on the Clash of Civilizations: 
Islam and the West, made possible with the generous support 
of the Irving Brown Lecture Series and Young America's 
Foundation

Wednesday, september 24th

Seminar with Dr. Bruce Caldwell on F. A. Hayek 
  
tuesday, october 14th

Firing Line Debate on the War on Drugs, featuring Governor 
Gary Johnson, Dr. Kevin Sabet and Dr. Sally Satel
 
monday, october 27th

Panel Discussion on Barry Goldwater, the 1964 Election, and 
A Time for Choosing: 50 Years Later, featuring Congressman 
Barry Goldwater, Jr., Dr. Lee Edwards, Craig Shirley, and 
Professor Beverly Gage
 

friday, November 14th

Fourth Annual Conference on the 50th anniversary of James 
Burnham's Suicide of the West. Participants included Michael 
Hayden, Professor Donald Kagan, James B. Burnham, John 
O'Sullivan, Steven Hayward, Roger Kimball, Avik Roy, R. R. 
Reno, James Taranto, Professor Noël Valis, KT McFarland, 
Ibn Warraq, James Kirchick, and Professor Charles Hill, 
among others
 
friday, december 5th

Lecture by Professor Douglas Laycock on religious liberty, co-
sponsored with the Yale Law School Federalist Society

Video footage of many of these events is available on 
our YouTube channel.

about us 
Launched in January 2011, the mission of the William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale is to promote 
intellectual diversity on Yale’s campus. Named for National Review founder William F. Buckley, Jr. 
’50, the Program offers a speaker series, conferences, Firing Line debates, seminars, internships for 
undergraduates, and more.  

schedule of eveNts  •  Fall 2014 Preliminary Schedule oF eventS  • spring 2015 

contact us
Interested in joining our e-mail list? Have a question about our programming? Please feel free to contact our Executive Director, Lauren 
Noble, at Lauren@BuckleyProgram.com. To learn more about our efforts, you can also visit our website, www.buckleyprogram.com. 

how to support 
The Buckley Program is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. We rely entirely on the generosity of donors. Tax-deductible contributions 
can be made online at www.buckleyprogram.com/donate or by mail to the address below. To make a donation of stock, please contact 
lauren@BuckleyProgram.com. 

William f. Buckley, Jr. Program at yale 
111 Whitney Avenue • New Haven, CT 06510 

We are extremely grateful for any and all support. Donations of all sizes are welcome. 

thursday, January 22nd

Lecture by Christina Hoff Sommers on "Trigger Warnings, 
Male-Shaming & Moral Panic: It's Time to Reboot Feminism”

Wednesday, January 28th

Firing Line Debate on Cuba with Prof. Carlos Eire and Ian 
Vásquez

friday, february 6th

Seminar with Peter Collier on Jeane Kirkpatrick 

monday, february 23rd

Lecture by Jason Riley on his book, Please Stop Helping Us: 
How Liberals Make It Harder for Blacks to Succeed 

tuesday, march 24th

Lecture by Jim DeMint

Wednesday, april 1st

Seminar with Michael Auslin 

tuesday, april 7th

Seminar with Richard Brookhiser on Alexander Hamilton

Wednesday, april 15th

Disinvitation Dinner featuring George F. Will 
See previous page for detailed information.

tuesday, april 21st

Lecture by Andrew McCarthy

For the latest updates on events, please join our e-mail list by 
contacting lauren@BuckleyProgram.com. We are in the 
process of adding more events, so please stay tuned. availaBle on amazon

50th anniversary reprint of 
Suicide of the West

To complement our fall conference on James 
Burnham’s Suicide of the West, the Buckley Program 
commissioned a 50th anniversary reprint of the 
book. Encounter Books published the reprint and 
conference dinner attendees received copies of the 
new edition. The book is available for purchase on 
Amazon. 

Wednesday April 15, 2015
The Pierre • Fifth Avenue at 61st Street • New York City 

6:30pm • Cocktail Reception    7:30pm • Dinner and Keynote Address 

RSVP requested by April 1st

To learn more or to purchase tickets, please email 
Lauren@BuckleyProgram.com  or visit  www.DisinvitationDinner.com
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The William F. Buckley, Jr. Program aT yale
requests your presence at the first annual

Disinvitation Dinner

Keynote Address By: 

GeorGe F. WiLL
Pulitzer Prize-Winning Columnist

Panel on “The Life and Political Thought of James Burnham in History.”  
 

 
 
Panel on “Liberalism at Home and the Challenges to Western Survival.”  
 

 
 
Panel on “The Drift of U.S. Foreign Policy and the Challenges to Western Survival.”  

 
 

 
 
Former student president Rich Lizardo ’14 at our fall conference.  
 

 
 
Buckley Fellows speak with Wall Street Journal editorial board member James Taranto.  
 

 
 

 
 
Former student president Rich Lizardo ’14 at our fall conference.  
 

 
 
Buckley Fellows speak with Wall Street Journal editorial board member James Taranto.  
 

 
 

Fourth annual conference reception.  
 

 
 
Buckley Fellows enjoy dinner at Mory’s with UVA Law Professor Douglas Laycock.  
 
 
About Us 
 
Launched in January 2011, the mission of the William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale is 
to promote intellectual diversity on Yale’s campus. Named for National Review founder 
William F. Buckley, Jr. ’50, the Program offers a speaker series, conferences, Firing Line 
debates, seminars, internships for undergraduates, and more.  
 
Contact Us 
 
Interested in joining our e-mail list? Have a question about our programming? Please feel 
free to contact our Executive Director, Lauren Noble, at Lauren@BuckleyProgram.com. 
To learn more about our efforts, you can also visit our website, 
www.buckleyprogram.com.  
 
How To Support 
 
The Buckley Program is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. We rely entirely on the 
generosity of donors. Tax-deductible contributions can be made online at 
www.buckleyprogram.com/donate or by mail at the address below. To make a donation 
of stock, please contact Lauren@BuckleyProgram.com.  
 

William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale 
111 Whitney Avenue  

New Haven, CT 06510 
 

Panel on “The Life and Political Thought of James Burnham in History.”  
 

 
 
Panel on “Liberalism at Home and the Challenges to Western Survival.”  
 

 
 
Panel on “The Drift of U.S. Foreign Policy and the Challenges to Western Survival.”  

 
 

 
 
Former student president Rich Lizardo ’14 at our fall conference.  
 

 
 
Buckley Fellows speak with Wall Street Journal editorial board member James Taranto.  
 

 
 

Top Banner phoTos (from left to right) : 
• Panel on “Liberalism at Home and the Challenges to Western Survival.”
• Buckley Fellows speak with Wall Street Journal editorial board member James Taranto.
• Former student president Rich Lizardo ’15 at our fall conference. 
• Panel on “The Life and Political Thought of James Burnham in History.”
• Fourth annual conference reception.
• Panel on “The Drift of U.S. Foreign Policy and the Challenges to Western Survival.” 
• Buckley Fellows enjoy dinner at Mory’s with UVA Law Professor Douglas Laycock.

Panel on “The Life and Political Thought of James Burnham in History.”  
 

 
 
Panel on “Liberalism at Home and the Challenges to Western Survival.”  
 

 
 
Panel on “The Drift of U.S. Foreign Policy and the Challenges to Western Survival.”  

 
 

 
 
RSVP: Disinvitation Dinner, April 15, 2015  
(include details from Alumni Magazine Ad here)  
 
 
 
Available on Amazon: 50th Anniversary Reprint of Suicide of the West 
 
To complement our fall conference on James Burnham’s Suicide of the West, the Buckley 
Program commissioned a 50th anniversary reprint of the book. Encounter Books 
published the reprint and conference dinner attendees received copies of the new edition. 
The book is available for purchase on Amazon.  
 

 
 
The new edition of Suicide of the West at our gala dinner.  
 
 

The new edition of Suicide of the West at our gala dinner. 
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