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Message froM the ChairMan of the Board, 
Roger Kimball, M. Phil ’82 and 

founder and exeCutive direCtor, 
Lauren Noble ’11

Dear Friend,
We are delighted to report to you on another strong year for the Buckley Program. 
As the pages that follow detail, we continued to significantly expand our reach both 
on and off campus. 

The 2019-2020 academic year featured a busy calendar with dozens of programs 
including seminars, lectures, and debates. Even when Yale’s campus shut down 
in light of the pandemic, we forged ahead with a popular series of online events 
spanning art history, the Constitution, feminism, and much more. Over the past 
year, thousands of people attended our forums either in person or online, not to 
mention those who watched recordings on our YouTube channel. 

Remarkably, our student membership soared to a record high of 405. Our student fellows took advantage of special 
opportunities such as meetings with a Supreme Court Justice and Cabinet Secretary. We encourage you to read the 
student comments and interviews in particular throughout this report. Their stories underscore the powerful impact of 
our efforts. As one student recently noted in reviewing one of our seminars: 

These seminars are always a fantastic opportunity to have truly open academic debate…there is a considerable 
amount of viewpoint diversity, and this is one of the few times that I feel that I can authentically discuss my 
viewpoint and others’ viewpoints without fear of retribution.

While that statement is a sorry reflection of the state of campus life, it is a reminder of why our work remains vital. What 
happens on campus does not stay on campus; indeed, it is changing our culture and our country in very real ways. 

Bill Buckley explained upon the founding of National Review in 1955 that “ideas rule the world.” That is why it is so 
critical to have the Buckley Program as a unique bulwark against the tyranny of groupthink that dominates so many 
institutions. The depth and breadth of our programs on an elite campus is simply unparalleled. For context, many 
campus organizations can barely host one conservative speaker without a riot. We do so weekly. 

But the measure of our success is not merely bringing viewpoints that would otherwise be unheard on campus, but 
in cultivating attitudes like this one: “I feel comfortable expressing my views openly in the classroom BECAUSE the 
Buckley Program has imbued me with a sense of duty to speak my mind and work to improve the campus climate.”

We are grateful to our donors for their continued generosity as we labor to keep the 
legacy of William F. Buckley, Jr. alive for a new generation, provide a home for serious 
conservative thought, and restore the honest exchange of ideas on campus. Our 
important work would not be possible without your support. Thank you! 

 Sincerely,

 

 Roger Kimball  Lauren Noble
 Chairman   Founder and Executive Director                        
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As we enter a new academic year, I’m happy to take the 
opportunity to reflect on the Buckley Program’s activities 
over the past two semesters. We continue to be one of 
Yale’s largest and most active student organizations. At the 
end of the 2019-2020 academic year, the Buckley Program 
had over four-hundred undergraduate and graduate 
student fellows. This broad enthusiasm for the Buckley 
Program across campus is an encouraging reminder that 
many Yale students still wish to hear perspectives different 
from their own and engage with ideas they wouldn’t 
normally encounter in modern academia. 

In my capacity as the Buckley Program’s student 
president, I regularly meet and work with many incredibly 
dedicated fellow students. I want to especially take a 
moment to thank the Buckley Program’s student board. 
Whether it be through coordinating with our program’s 
speakers, planning events, or expanding the program’s 
outreach efforts, each member of our student board 
plays a valuable role in forwarding the mission of the 
Buckley Program. 

Over the last year, we have had the pleasure of hosting 
many events open to both student fellows and the 
wider Yale community. These included lectures by 
guests such as Dr. Yuval Levin, FCC Chairman Ajit 
Pai, Margaret Hoover, Dr. Michael Pillsbury, and Rich 
Lowry. Our annual conference focused on the legacy of 
Hayek’s The Road to Serfdom. We held dinner seminars 
with guests including Jay Winik, Professor Nicholas 
Christakis, Professor Anthony Kronman, and Richard 
Brookhiser. In addition, we hosted several Firing Line 
debates in the spirit of Bill Buckley’s classic television 
program. These included debates on the American 
withdrawal from Syria, merit-based immigration, and 
university divestment from the fossil-fuel industry. 

One of the most exciting new developments was a 
trip to Washington D.C last fall. Student fellows had 
the opportunity to meet with government officials such 
as Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, Senator Josh 
Hawley, Senator John Thune, and two federal judges. 

As you are well aware, the COVID-19 pandemic put a 
damper on many of the exciting events we had on tap 
for the spring semester. When the crisis first hit the U.S. 
and all Yale students were asked to vacate campus, 
we were unsure of how the Buckley Program would 
continue its activities without the ability to host in-person 
conversations in lecture halls, seminar rooms, and over 

dinner. We are pleased to report that the second-half of 
the semester turned out to be quite successful, and we 
were able to continue many of the Program’s offerings 
to students remotely. Some of the online events we’ve 
hosted in recent months include a conversation with 
Professor Michael Lewis on art history at Yale, a Firing 
Line debate on student loan forgiveness between David 
Bergeron and Inez Stepman, and most recently a lecture 
on Edmund Burke’s view on capitalism with Professor 
Gregory Collins. 

I want to sincerely thank you for your generous support 
of our efforts. Joining the Buckley Program has been the 
single most rewarding experience of my time at Yale. In 
saying this, I know I speak for countless other student 
fellows, past and present. Please join me in reflecting on 
the Buckley Program’s crucial role on Yale’s campus. It 
wouldn’t be possible without you and your support.

Message froM the student President,  Kobe Rizk ’21
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Aristotle on the Good life
August Seminar with Robert Bartlett of Boston College
August 19, 2019 to August 21, 2019

the invisible Crisis
First in three-part lecture series by Yuval Levin of the 
American Enterprise Institute
September 5, 2019

Why institutions MAtter
Fall Semester Seminar featuring Yuval Levin
Held during three lunches over the course of the fall 
semester
September 6, 2019, October 4, 2019, and 
November 8, 2019

A ConversAtion on free speeCh And 
intelleCtuAl diversity
Featuring Nick Rosenkranz, law professor at Georgetown 
University and Jonathan Haidt, professor at New York 
University’s Stern School of Business
Held at the Yale Club of New York 
September 9, 2019

nAthAn lAW, honG KonG politiCiAn And 
deMoCrACy ACtivist
Seminar 
September 11, 2019

The AssAulT on AmericAn excellence
Seminar with Anthony Kronman, former dean of Yale Law 
School 
September 12, 2019

BlueprinT: The evoluTionAry origins of A good 
socieTy
Seminar with Nicholas Christakis, Sterling Professor of 
Social and Natural Science at Yale
September 18, 2019

firinG line debAte on Abortion 
Featuring Alexandra DeSanctis, Jill Filipovic, and 
Stephen Latham
September 19, 2019

AMeriCAn individuAlisM: hoW Modern 
ConservAtisM CAn AppeAl to A neW GenerAtion 
Lecture by Margaret Hoover 
Made possible by the Irving Brown Lecture Series at 
Young America’s Foundation
September 26, 2019

the fCC: free MArKets And free speeCh
Lecture by FCC Chairman Ajit Pai 
October 2, 2019

institutions in flux
Second in three-part lecture series by Yuval Levin 
October 3, 2019

April 1865
Seminar with Jay Winik, author 
and historian
October 14, 2019

fAll breAK seMinAr in 
WAshinGton, d.C.
October 16, 2019 to October 18, 
2019 

ninth AnnuAl ConferenCe 
on f.A. hAyeK’s The roAd 
To serfdom At 75: the future of ClAssiCAl 
liberAlisM And the free MArKet
Featuring Randal K. Quarles, Sohrab Ahmari, Cliff 
Asness, Charles W. Calomiris, Oren Cass, Gene Dattel, 
Veronique de Rugy, Michael Brendan Dougherty, Ross 
Douthat, Michael Franc, Daniel McCarthy, Gerald 
O’Driscoll, Amity Shlaes, Noël Valis, Kevin Williamson, 
and Doug Ducey.
November 1, 2019

beyond MeritoCrACy
Third in three-part lecture series by Yuval Levin 
November 7, 2019

firinG line debAte on Why hAs AMeriCA 
retreAted froM MArriAGe And WhAt CAn We do 
About it?
Featuring June Carbone and Bradford Wilcox 
November 14, 2019

deMoCrACy And distrust: the probleM of 
populisM in thuCydides
January Seminar featuring Clifford Orwin of the 
University of Toronto
January 9, 2020 to January 11, 2020

ACADEMIC YEAR Events in Review
2019-2020



The William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale   |   2019-2020 Annual Report   |   www.buckleyprogram.com                                       
5

give me liBerTy
Seminar with journalist and historian Richard Brookhiser
January 15, 2020

firinG line debAte on “truMp’s syriA 
WithdrAWAl And AMeriCA’s nAtionAl interest”
Featuring Ambassador Robert Ford and Mona Yacoubian
January 27, 2020

bACKyArd politiCs: Why stAte And loCAl 
AffAirs MAtter
Seminar with Jonathan Wharton of Southern 
Connecticut State University 
February 5, 2020

intelleCtuAl diversity in ACAdeMiA 
Seminar with Carlos Eire, T. Lawrason Riggs Professor 
of History and Professor of Religious Studies at Yale 
February 10, 2020

The cAse for nATionAlism
Lecture by Rich Lowry, editor of National Review
February 13, 2020

firinG line debAte on Merit-bAsed iMMiGrAtion
Featuring David Azerrad and Alex Nowrasteh 
February 20, 2020

truMp’s ChinA strAteGy 
Lecture by Michael Pillsbury of the Hudson Institute 
February 24, 2020

firinG line debAte on fossil fuels divestMent 
Featuring Tim Weiskel and Nick Loris 
Co-sponsored by AEI on Campus
March 4, 2020 

free MArKet fAirness
Spring Break Seminar featuring John Tomasi of 
Brown University
March 9, 2020 to March 11, 2020

A ConversAtion on Art history At yAle
Featuring Michael Lewis of Williams College 
March 25, 2020 

A ConversAtion on Covid-19 
Featuring Howard Forman of Yale University 
April 1, 2020 

firinG line debAte on forGivinG student debt 
And MAKinG ColleGe free
Featuring Inez Stepman and David Bergeron
April 21, 2020 

WhAt’s riGht (And bAdly WronG) With feMinisM
Featuring Christina Hoff Sommers of the American 
Enterprise Institute 
April 27, 2020 

yAle CorporAtion AluMni felloW CAndidAte foruM
Featuring Ambassador Victor Ashe and Maggie Thomas 
May 7, 2020

the Constitution in the tiMe of CoronAvirus 
Featuring Josh Blackman of South Texas College of Law 
Houston 
May 11, 2020

pAndeMiC eConoMiCs
Featuring Robert Barro of Harvard University 
Co-sponsored by AEI on Campus
May 21, 2020 

the speCter of neW despotisM: on the siMilArities 
betWeen CoMMunisM And liberAl deMoCrACy
Featuring Ryszard Legutko, Member of the European 
Parliament
May 28, 2020

WhAt did the first ConservAtive thinK About 
CApitAlisM?
Featuring Gregory Collins of Yale University 
June 10, 2020

Many of these programs can be viewed online 

on  our  channel.

Want to hear about upcoming events? Sign up 
for our e-mail list at www.buckleyprogram.com.
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2019ANNUAL
CONFERENCE

& Gala

The William F. Buckley, Jr. 
Program at Yale

On November 1st, the Buckley Program hosted its Ninth 
Annual Conference on The Road to Serfdom at 75: The Future 
of Classical Liberalism and the Free Market. The conference 
is always a favorite of students and 
supporters alike, and this year’s event 
was no exception. Panel discussions and 
debate topics included: 

• "Can Free Markets Survive with the 
Rise of the New Nationalist Right and 
the Democratic Socialist Left?" 

• "Classical Liberalism Today: Is Success 
the Cause of its Decline?"

• "Resolved: The U.S. government should 
establish a policy to reduce its trade 
deficit"

Randal K. Quarles, the vice chair of the 
Federal Reserve Board of Governors, 
gave the introductory remarks. Our slate 

of speakers also included Sohrab Ahmari, Cliff 
Asness, Charles W. Calomiris, Oren Cass, Gene 
Dattel, Veronique de Rugy, Michael Brendan 
Dougherty, Ross Douthat, Michael Franc, Daniel 
McCarthy, Gerald O’Driscoll, Amity Shlaes, Noël 
Valis, and Kevin Williamson. Our evening finished 
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with dinner and a conversation with 
Arizona Governor Doug Ducey.

A survey of more than 200 
attendees (students, supporters, 
and others) after the event 
shows that it was extremely well-
received. Approximately three-
quarters of attendees described 
themselves as “very satisfied 
with the event” and more than 85 
percent said they were likely to 
attend again. In comments they 
pointed to the opportunity for 
thoughtful, nuanced exploration of 
an important topic. “I like hearing 
intellectual conversations about 
current topics, not just cable 
channel talking points,” wrote one 
respondent. Another attendee 
praised the conference as an 
“opportunity to listen to largely well-
reasoned discourse on timely and sometimes arcane topics that are either too often ignored by the media or presented in 
simplistic sound bites.” A regular conference attendee characterized this event as one of his favorites so far: “All Buckley 
fall conferences are outstanding, but [in my humble opinion], this was one of the best — highly topical, centrally important 
to the republic, and remarkably well addressed from a variety of perspectives and emphases. BRAVO!”
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The Buckley Program has demonstrated 
a singular capacity among elite academic 
institutions to bring various conservative and 
libertarian thinkers, politicians, and professionals 
to campus. The quality and number of events is 
unparalleled. Free and open to the public, our 
lecture series spans a wide range of subjects 
from foreign and domestic policy to American 
institutions and life to campus culture. Buckley 
Program fellows gain special access to our 
speakers, who sit for interviews with our student 
writers and meet with small groups of students in our offices or over a meal. This year, our slate featured prominent names, 
including Christina Hoff Sommers, Ajit Pai, Yuval Levin, and Rich Lowry.

In the spring, we had the unique opportunity to expand our already large and diverse audience by bringing our lectures 
online. Through our Zoom Webinars, we continued to give our students access to serious conservative thought and ideas 
despite a global pandemic. We consistently reached between 100 to 200 viewers with each of our online lectures, sharing 
the Buckley Program’s mission with a new audience beyond Yale’s physical borders.  

LECTURE Series
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In the fall 2019 semester, the Buckley Program hosted a semester-long 
series with Yuval Levin, a resident scholar and director of Social, Cultural, and 
Constitutional Studies at the American Enterprise Institute (AEI) and the founding 
editor of National Affairs. 

Dr. Levin served on the White House domestic policy staff under President 
George W. Bush and has been published in The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, The Washington Post, and Commentary. He is the author of 
The Fractured Republic: Renewing America’s Social Contract in the Age 
of Individualism, The Great Debate: Edmund Burke, Thomas Paine, and the 
Birth of Right and Left, and A Time to Build: From Family and Community to 
Congress and the Campus, How Recommitting to Our Institutions Can Revive 
the American Dream. He holds an MA and PhD from the Committee on Social 
Thought at the University of Chicago. 

During his three visits to campus, Dr. Levin delivered a series of public lectures 
in addition to teaching a seminar open to Yale students on “Why Institutions 
Matter.” His lectures included:  

• The Invisible Crisis
• Institutions in Flux 
• Beyond Meritocracy 

To watch the full series, visit the Buckley Program’s YouTube channel. 

SERIES With Dr. Yuval Levin

Originally planned for April, this year’s 

Disinvitation Dinner has been rescheduled 

for Tuesday, November 17th. 

We look forward to hosting Ayaan Hirsi Ali. 

Please stay tuned for more information and 

contact Lauren@buckleyprogram.com 

with any questions.

sixth annual Disinvitation Dinner 
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In April, we launched our “What 
I Would Have Said” Webinar 
Series. Held in a similar spirit as 
our celebrated annual Disinvitation 
Dinner, this online series provides 
a platform for speakers who have 
been disinvited or disrupted. 
Given the postponement of our 
Disinvitation Dinner, students and 
supporters alike welcomed this new 
initiative. 

The legendary “Factual Feminist,” 
Christina Hoff Sommers, kicked 
off the series with her talk on 
“What’s Right (and Badly Wrong) 
with Feminism." Dr. Sommers is a 
resident scholar at the American 
Enterprise Institute. Before joining 
AEI, she was a philosophy professor 
at Clark University. She has authored many books, including Who Stole Feminism? and The War Against Boys. She 
has faced protestors at many campuses over the years, including Oberlin and Lewis and Clark Colleges.

Dr. Sommers began by giving a short lecture explaining the difference between what she terms “equity feminism” 
and “gender feminism.” Equity feminism refers to the belief that women and men should be equal in the sense that 
they each have equal rights and freedoms. Equity feminism, she contended, is in line with the liberal principles our 
society is based upon and is a laudable and important political and philosophical movement. She distinguishes 
this type of feminism from the type of feminism now in vogue, especially in the academy: gender feminism. Gender 
feminism, by contrast, does not seek equality between sexes but encourages hostility toward men, attributing any 
type of disparity between the sexes to oppression by a patriarchal system. 

After the talk, Dr. Sommers took questions from the student moderators, Kobe Rizk ’21 and Emma Mueller ’21. She 
also fielded a wide variety of questions from the audience. Some questions enabled Dr. Sommers to elaborate on 
issues of gender disparity, such as the wage gap. She argued that that sort of disparity stems from women’s freedom 
and preferences, not discrimination. She noted that feminists fail to account for the reality of what women want in 
their policy assessments. Other questions inquired about specific policy proposals, from paid family leave to abortion 
policy. Ultimately, Dr. Sommers stressed the need for reasonable, open, and honest dialogue and scholarship on 
issues of gender. She hoped that her scholarship would in turn inspire upcoming and future academics to continue 
studying these questions, and break up the echo chamber radical feminists have 
on the academy and culture. 

For our second iteration this webinar series, we were joined by Professor 
Josh Blackman of South Texas College of Law Houston. Professor Blackman 
specializes in constitutional law, the United States Supreme Court, and the 
intersection of law and technology. He is the author of several books, has 
twice testified before the House Judiciary Committee on the constitutionality 
of executive action on immigration and health care, and is currently an adjunct 
scholar at the Cato Institute. In 2018, protesters attempted to shut down his 
scheduled lecture on the importance of free speech on college campuses 
at City University of New York Law School. 

Professor Blackman discussed the topic “The Constitution in the Time of  
  Coronavirus.” Against the backdrop of extraordinary measures 

What i Would have said
WEBINAR SERIES 
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CAREER Fair

and policies to combat the spread of coronavirus, many 
Americans have expressed concern that fundamental 
Constitutional rights are being abridged, making this an 
extremely pertinent conversation. 

Professor Blackman fielded a wide variety of questions 
from the audience. Moderated by Jasper Boers ’22 and 
Hovik Minasyan ’22, the conversation covered many 
issues such as the shutdown of churches, the role and 
ability of the courts in this unusual situation, and how the 
virus will shape the future of constitutional law.  

The third installment of this series featured Polish 
member of the EU Parliament, Ryszard Legutko. A 
professor of philosophy at Jagellonian University in 
Krakow, Poland, Mr. Legutko is the author of The 
Demon in Democracy: Totalitarian Temptations in Free Societies. He has served as the Minister of Education, Secretary 
of State in the Chancellery of the late President Lech Kaczynski, and Deputy Speaker of the Senate and is active in 
the anti-communist movement in Poland. He is currently Deputy Chairman of the Parliamentary Group of European 
Conservatives and Reformists and a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee.
 
In 2019, Middlebury College invited him to speak about his book, The Demon in Democracy, but due to protests 
staged by students and professors, the administration cancelled the lecture hours before Mr. Legutko was to speak. 
This webinar sought to provide Mr. Legutko with a platform to discuss his ideas and allow our students and supporters 
to engage with his ideas, rather than silence them. His topic “The Specter of New Despotism: On the Similarities 
between Communism and Liberal Democracy” addressed the main themes of his would-be lecture at Middlebury.

Beginning with 20 minutes of prepared comments, Mr. Legutko laid out his central thesis: our liberal democracies are 
more and more resembling totalitarian societies. He argued that, while there are significant differences, both types of 
regimes ultimately aim to politicize the whole of society, leaving nothing—from art and academia to the family and even 
sex—outside the purview of the state. He also explained how in contemporary liberal democracies, there has been a 
narrowing of what counts as “mainstream” views, leaving nearly no discernible differences between political parties. 
This narrowing pairs with the predominant impulses of society to silence, denounce, and expel views that do not align 
with their espoused political ideology. 

Following these remarks, our student moderators Kobe Rizk ’21 and Jasper Boers ’22, opened up the conversation 
portion of the webinar. The audience asked the thinker and diplomat many questions, some sympathetic and 
some critical. Ultimately, the conversation modelled what the Buckley Program strives for: respectful and thoughtful 
engagement with ideas that challenge you to think more deeply and critically about the world. 

In 2018, the Buckley Program hosted its first-ever career fair. Given the 
popularity of this initiative with student attendees and recruiting 
organizations, we brought it back again at the Fall Conference 
in 2019. Participating organizations and employers included 
the Heritage Foundation, The New Criterion, RSR Partners, 
American Enterprise Institute, Manhattan Institute, and Hertog 
Foundation. “I greatly enjoyed the opportunity to learn from 
speakers at the top of their fields, and the career fair was 
extremely helpful for me to learn more about the professional 
opportunities out there,” wrote one student in an evaluation.
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Over the past few years, our multi-day seminar program has continued to grow 
in popularity with students. During the 2019-2020 academic year, we offered 
five of these seminars.  

In August 2019, students returned to campus a few days early for a seminar on 
“Aristotle on the Good Life” taught by the engaging Robert Bartlett of Boston 
College. A participant described it as “a deep dive into most of the Aristotelian 
corpus.” One hundred percent of the participants said they were very satisfied 
with the seminar and that they expected to use what they learned in the future. When asked did “the seminar expose you 
to ideas that you would have otherwise not encountered in your courses?” 73 percent of attendees strongly or somewhat 
agreed. When asked what they learned, one student wrote, “The difference in how Aristotle views virtue and happiness 
compared to how other philosophers do. Gained an appreciation for the nuance and complexity behind the text we read I 
didn’t get from my reading of the text.” Another wrote, “This seminar was extremely rich and thought-provoking! Despite it 
being only three days, it was one of the best course experiences I have had during my MA at Yale.”

During the fall semester of 2019. we sponsored a seminar on “Why Institutions Matter” featuring Yuval Levin of the American 
Enterprise Institute, who also delivered a related series of public lectures. These seminars were held during three lunches over 
the course of the fall semester. Students wrote in surveys after the seminar that they were pushed to think critically about 
what they believed: “I…had many of my opinions challenged because of this seminar. I hope to be a part of another one in 
the future!” When asked about what they learned, one appreciated that Levin dissected all institutions without bias: “My main 
takeaway from this seminar was a critical analysis of the priorities of both the Democratic and the Republican [parties]. I also 
gained a much greater appreciation for the role and importance of institutions in U.S. political and social life.” Another wrote, 
“I honestly cannot get enough of these [seminars]. I feel like my brain expands so much.”

For the first time ever, we also traveled for a multi-day 
seminar. From October 16, 2019 to October 18, 2019, 
a group of 14 Buckley fellows visited Washington, 
D.C. They met a Supreme Court Justice, a Cabinet 
Secretary, three U.S. Senators, and countless legislative 
aides, think tank scholars, and others who make the city 
tick. Every single attendee said they were very satisfied 
with the trip. One student wrote, “I learned a lot from 
the speakers and more about how the U.S government 
functions. It is amazing how the media portrays 
someone versus when you meet that person face to 
face. One highlight for me was meeting a lot of alumni 
at the dinner, from people who recently graduated to 
people who have been working in D.C for decades. It 
shows that Washington D.C is a place for people with all 
sorts of backgrounds, ranging from humanities to STEM 
majors.” Another wrote, “You have changed my life…I 

come from a community where a career in politics is not something that people ever think about. But my God, do I feel a 
tremendous duty to serve my community to the best of my ability! For God, for country, 
and for Yale!”

In January, students gave up their final days of Winter Break in order to come together 
and study one of the most preeminent works of the ancient world – Thucydides’ The 
Peloponnesian War. Spanning various undergraduate and graduate schools at Yale, the 
students brought diverse intellectual backgrounds to the seminar table as well as varying 
degrees of prior familiarity with the text. Under the guiding wisdom of Professor Clifford 
Orwin, a scholar of ancient and modern political philosophy from the University of Toronto, 
the students engaged in a close reading of the seminal political speeches in Thucydides. 
Through this deep dive into various examples of political rhetoric and persuasion, Professor 
Orwin encouraged the students to think more deeply about the characteristics of populism 
in democratic leaders and regimes, presenting timely and important questions for thinking 

critically about contemporary political matters. 
 

MULTI-DAY Seminars
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At the close of the seminar, many students expressed their gratitude for the 
opportunity to spend time in detailed study of such an important work in the 
Western Canon. One student said, “I did not previously realize the richness 
of all of Thucydides’ speeches. We only spent five hours on all of Thucydides 
in Directed Studies, which made me totally miss the complex account of 
populist democracy that he raises in his work. The seminar made me feel 
much more attuned to the complexities of populism and the inadequacy of 
our contemporary thinking on the topic.” Another student voiced gratitude for 
the Buckley Program’s overall project: “The opportunities that I’ve had with 
the Buckley Program…are actually incomprehensible to my very own parents, 
both immigrants, who never would have dreamed that some generous soul 
would be willing to do so much to help their child.”
 
Over spring break, 20 lucky students studied with Brown University political 
theorist, John Tomasi. Professor Tomasi is the founder and director of the 
Political Theory Project at Brown, a “research center dedicated to the study 
of ideas and institutions that might make societies more free, prosperous, 
and fair.” The seminar focused on his recent book titled Free Market Fairness, 
which addresses the moral claims about liberal democracy as expressed by 
John Rawls and argues that economic liberties should play an important role 
in this moral framework as economic freedom is a part of democratic fairness. 

In their applications, students expressed much interest in this subject, citing 
the current disagreements about the role of economic liberty among thinkers 
on both the right and the left. Many students wished to clarify their thoughts on 
the topic and learn more about the philosophical basis for different economic 
systems. The student participants spanned many different academic disciplines 
and levels. Yale College, the Divinity School, the School of Management, 
and the PhD programs were all represented in our student cohort. We had 
students of economics, political science, philosophy, data science, and even 
molecular biology. The range of student interests brought out a lively and fruitful 
discussion that greatly enriched the seminar. Over the course of the three 
days, the students had the opportunity to think about the topic in a variety of 
different formats: full seminar discussion, small group breakout exercises, and 
individual exchanges between fellow students or the professor. 

Students spoke very highly of the seminar: “These seminars are always 
a fantastic opportunity to have truly open academic debate…there is a 
considerable amount of viewpoint diversity, and this is one of the few times 
that I feel that I can authentically discuss my viewpoint and others' viewpoints 
without fear of retribution. Every seminar I have attended focuses on very 
relevant topics and incorporates a thoughtful perspective.” They also enjoyed 
the lively discussion that Professor Tomasi fostered: “Tomasi was one of the 
most fun seminar leaders that we have had to date. It was excellent to see 
so much discussion in the group and I thought it challenged a great many 
of the people in the room.” Ultimately, 100% of the student participants said 
they would attend another seminar in the future and would recommend the 

seminar to a friend or classmate. 75% of participants said they were exposed to ideas they 
would not have otherwise encountered in their classes. One student concluded, “This seminar 
has been my first sustained academic exposure to right-liberalism. Professor Tomasi was a joy 
to learn from.”

We are looking forward to our next three-day seminar coming up in August. Professor Vickie 
Sullivan of Tufts University will lead this one on “Shakespeare’s Depiction of Rome.” The 
seminar will study Shakespeare's Coriolanus, Julius Caesar, and Antony and Cleopatra in 
order to assess the playwright's views on the reasons for Rome's greatness and the causes 
of its decline. Other themes will include ancient Rome as a model of civic participation, 
the demands of Roman virtue, the role of women in a martial regime, the transition from 
paganism to Christianity, and the place of philosophy in the city. Finally, the seminar will 
discuss what judgment Shakespeare ultimately renders on this ancient regime.
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virtual EVENTS 
Amid the unexpected circumstances brought on by the 
COVID-19 outbreak, the Buckley Program hosted its inaugural 
online webinar event in late March. In the aftermath of the Yale 
Art History Department’s removal of the introductory survey 
course, students, alumni, and Americans more broadly 
expressed concern about this rejection of the Western Canon 
from such a prestigious university. Michael Lewis, Professor 
of Art History at Williams College, joined the Buckley Program 
over Zoom to discuss this decision by Yale. 

Professor Lewis argued that Yale’s decision is in line with all 
the trends in the field of art history and sheds light on the issue 
to most of us that do not see the inner workings of academia. 
He expressed sadness, but not surprise at the choice, 
lamenting how Yale’s replacement of the survey with multiple, 
more focused and critical theory-oriented classes only makes 
it more and more likely that those who do not primarily study 
art will never be exposed to their cultural artistic traditions. 
The students who plan to go to graduate school in art history 
will not be the ones affected, Lewis stated, but the students 
going on to be lawyers, bankers, and doctors will leave 
without a critical piece of a full education. 

When the hour was up, so many participants had 
asked questions that many were left unanswered; 
however, everyone came away with a nuanced view 
of the forces driving the Yale Art History department’s 
decision, the implications for the future education of 
students, and a deeper appreciation for the role of art 
in our society. 

In April, with our Yale students away from campus 
for the rest of the semester, the Buckley Program 
continued with its new online programming, this time 
addressing the health crisis itself with Dr. Howard 

Forman speaking on the COVID-19 pandemic. Dr. Forman 
is a Professor of Radiology and Biomedical Imaging, Public 
Health (Health Policy), Management, and Economics at 
Yale. He directs the Health Care management program in 
the Yale School of Public Health and teaches healthcare 
economics in the Yale College Economics Department. 

Student President Kobe Rizk ’21 and Vice President 
Weaver Lilley ’21 moderated the discussion with Dr. 

Forman, posing questions on the multiple facets 
of the pandemic’s causes and effects. Professor 
Forman illuminated the data the U.S. and other 
countries have been collecting and using to make 
projections. He highlighted the importance of 
testing and argued that the United States needs 
to significantly increase the amount of testing for 
the virus conducted, which would both help us 
contain cases better and give us more accurate 
data to work with. Dr. Forman emphasized that 
we must use the best data we can to make 
predictions and learn and adapt as we gain more 
information. Questions from the audience varied 
widely, from questions about the economic 
consequences of the virus to best individual 
practices for staying safe. 

Later that month, our first online Firing Line Debate 
explored Forgiving Student Debt and Making College Free. 
Moderated over Zoom by student president Kobe Rizk all 
the way from his home in Alaska, this debate tackled the 
questions of the current student loan debt crisis and the 
future of higher education. The debate featured two policy 
experts in the field. Inez Stepman is a senior policy analyst 
at the Independent Women’s Forum. She has worked in 
education policy for seven years, and prior to joining the 
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Independent Women’s Forum, she was the director of education and workforce development at the American Legislative 
Exchange Council. David Bergeron is a senior fellow for Postsecondary Education at the Center for American Progress. He 
previously served as the acting assistant secretary for postsecondary education at the U.S. Department of Education. 

Mr. Bergeron began the debate with his opening statement, defending the pro-debt-forgiveness side. He laid out much of 
the history of federal student loan policy describing how well-intentioned policies had unintended consequences over time, 
ultimately creating a contemporary societal situation that pits generations against each other. He described student loan 
forgiveness as “a matter of intergenerational justice.” Ms. Stepman followed, taking the free-market stance. She argued that 
the root of the debt crisis lies in the ever-increasing cost of a university education, and that pouring federal money into those 
universities only incentivizes them to increase costs. Forgiving student debt would simply escalate this problem, instead of 
doing anything to address increasing college costs. 

After their statements and some back and forth, the 
debaters fielded questions from the moderator as 
well as from the audience. Both panelists displayed 
amiability and respectful disagreement, modeling 
thoughtful discourse on such an important and timely 
policy topic.      

In May, the Buckley Program took a unique opportunity 
to host a candidate forum for those seeking to join the 
Yale Corporation. Moderated by Valerie Pavilonis '22, 
who covers these issues for the Yale Daily News, the 
forum featured two petition candidates for 2021, Victor 
Ashe '67 and Maggie Thomas FES '15.

Later in the month, we were joined virtually by Dr. 
Robert Barro for a discussion of his latest research drawing on the Spanish Flu for insights into the current COVID-19 situation. 
Dr. Barro is a visiting scholar at the American Enterprise Institute and the Paul M. Warburg Professor of Economics at Harvard 
University. 

Opening with a short lecture, Dr. Barro argued that the voluntary measures taken to slow the spread of the virus, in the current 
case widespread lockdowns, were the correct policy choice as the data indicated that this slowing did not just delay the 
spread but also reduced overall mortality rates. He also gave optimistic predictions for economic recovery after the COVID-19 
restrictions are lifted, in contrast to many other pundits and researchers. Dr. Barro hypothesized that since the dramatic 
negative supply shock on the market was induced by a public policy of isolation and not by systemic economic factors, that 
once that supply shock was removed, the economy would grow rapidly back to a state similar to the pre-pandemic economy. 

Finally, in June, we were joined by Gregory Collins for his discussion of Edmund Burke’s understanding of economics and 
ethics. Dr. Collins is a Postdoctoral Associate and Lecturer in the Department of Political Science and Program on Ethics, 
Politics, and Economics at Yale University and the author of Commerce and Manners in Edmund Burke's Political Economy. 

Dr. Collins laid out the central thesis of his new book. He argued that Burke’s understanding of economics escapes modern 
political classifications. Burke saw the value of free markets and understood that commerce, properly conducted, can make 
individuals and communities not only better off, but better overall. However, Burke also thought that commerce was only 
one activity that fit into a larger social order of institutions, manners, and customs. Ultimately, Burke helps us understand the 
strengths of commercial society, but also its limitations. 

Our student moderators, Jasper Boers ’22 and Mathis Bitton ’23, began the conversation with questions for Dr. Collins, 
drawing out implications from this understanding of Burke for its impact on our contemporary debates about capitalism. They 
then opened questions up to the online audience, with questions covering Burke’s opinions on specific economic policies to 
broader conceptual discussions of how Burke’s views on the limitations of commercial society can help inform criticisms of 
globalism and neoliberalism today. 
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FIRING LINE Debates
Bill Buckley was famous for his TV program Firing Line, where he engaged 
in honest, in-depth debates with guests of all different viewpoints. As our 
culture moves more and more toward “cancelling” those with differing 
opinions, our Firing Line Debate Series, which seeks to carry on our 
eponym’s legacy of open and respectful discussion, becomes even 
more important. We model this type of discourse by bringing in two 
experts of opposite viewpoints, often think tank scholars or prominent 
professors in their fields, to explain what they think about complex and 
difficult topics. 

During the 2019-2020 academic year we hosted six such debates on 
abortion, the retreat from marriage, Syria, immigration policy, fossil fuel divestment, and the student loan debt crisis. 
These debates historically draw our most ideologically diverse audiences and consistently draw crowds of over 50 
students, faculty, and community members. For example, our debate on Syria attracted a standing-room only crowd, 
with some students even standing outside in the hallway! In a recent survey, 98% of our student fellows reported 
attending a debate this school year, finding them one of the rare spaces on campus where they can hear two sides 
of important issues presented thoroughly and thoughtfully.

"I hope [the students] gain a deeper 
understanding of Syrian conflict, of its 
complexity, not feel in the midst of an 
echo chamber, and come away with 
a much more nuanced appreciation 
of how difficult and complex these 
questions are...I hope students come 
away with more questions than answers 
since that means we have done a good 
job of surfacing all the different complex 
angles to this conflict and how hard it is 
to actually figure out a smart way forward 
for American foreign policy." 

 - Mona Yacoubian
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In 2020, the Buckley Program funded student summer internships for Yale undergraduates at the Foundation 
for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE), National Review, and The New Criterion. Interns are chosen through a 
competitive application process administered through Yale’s Office of Career Strategy.

The fall of the Communist system was 
one of the happiest moments of my life. 
After the fall, a new political chapter was 
opened: liberal democracy. We were 
thrilled to have a new political regime and 
institutions. So, can liberal democracy 
be despotic? 30 years ago I would 
have considered a positive answer an 
absurdity, but slowly this changed. 

-Ryszard Legutko 

      "I went to the American
     Philosophical Association and read 

a paper pointing out some of the excesses 
of what I call 'gender feminism'. I defended 'equity 

feminism', and I remain an equity feminist. Anyway, I 
thought that there would be great [discussion]. I made 
some great points, they made some great points, and 
what usually happens in the American Philosophical 

Association is you argue and then you go out for 
drinks. We did not go out for drinks. Instead, 
I was excommunicated from a religion I had 

no idea existed."
-Christina Hoff Sommers 

STUDENT Blog
Our dedicated students conduct interviews with the incredible guest speakers we bring to campus and, 
during the spring semester, to Zoom as well. We encourage you to check out our student blog, The Beacon, 
by visiting www.buckleybeacon.com. 

"The problem with 
teaching the course from what 

you call a 'critical' point of view is that 
you take away the one intrinsic thing that art 
education offers, which is the study of form. 

Form, color, fine texture, all those properties. You 
are turning the art into an instrument of politics, 
rather than making it something interesting in 

and of itself."
-Michael Lewis 

There’s also an acknowledgement that perhaps [the lack 
of intellectual diversity] is a problem, but I think it’s a hollow 
acknowledgement by the 98 to 99 percent who actually, very 
much like fish in the ocean, who swim in a substance that they 
take to be utterly real and no different from what we consider 
air, but in fact they’re in water. What we bipeds consider 
necessary air, doesn’t exist; for the two percent who identify 
as conservative, we’re strange, we’re from another world. It’s 
difficult to exchange ideas precisely because of that atmosphere; 
the liberal atmosphere is taken to be so normative, so utterly 
real, so objective, that anyone who disagrees and says, ‘by the 
way this is water,’ you’re immediately pegged as not being very 
smart – or as perhaps being even evil.

-Carlos Eire 

INTERNSHIP Program
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FALL Essay Contest
Each year, the Buckley Program sponsors two essay 
contests: one for Yale College students and one for high 
school students. In 2019, students were asked to consider 
what can we learn from Hayek and apply to today’s 
challenges. They were encouraged to consider this prompt: 
In The Road to Serfdom, Friedrich Hayek explained: 
“Economic control is not merely control of a sector of 
human life which can be separated from the rest; it is the 
control of the means for all our ends. And whoever has sole 
control of the means must also determine which ends are 
to be served, which values are to be rated higher and which 
lower, in short, what men should believe and strive for.”  

Winners were recognized at the Buckley Program’s Annual 
Conference dinner banquet in November. The award recipients were: 

Yale College Competition
First Place: Alex Hu 
Second Place: Mathis Bitton 
Third Place: Rowan Majumdar 

High School Competition 
First Place: Aidan Higgins, Sophomore at Xavier High School in 
Middletown, CT 
Second Place: Sam Rhee, Junior at St. Albans School in Washington, DC 
Third Place: Lilliane Bjerke, Junior at Greenwich High School in 
Greenwich, CT 

The Buckley Student Board consists of eleven dedicated members. These students gain valuable professional and leadership 
experience, whether it is through coordinating with our guest speakers, doing campus outreach, or running our student 
publication, The Beacon. 

At the start of spring semester, the outgoing board members turned over the reins to the 2020 leadership team led by 
President Kobe Rizk ’21. This team met together at our Buckley Student Board Retreat in January to brainstorm and prepare 
for the semesters ahead. During the retreat, our new leaders had the opportunity to hear and learn from three distinguished 
guests to help them spread Buckley’s mission on campus. 

Past Student President of the Buckley Program Josh Altman ’17 spoke about his experiences and gave advice on how 
to best lead when the campus climate is hostile. Professor 
Sam Abrams of Sarah Lawrence College imparted lessons 
from his current research on the political leanings of university 
administrators, faculty, and students. He also shared 
wisdom from his experiences being protested by students 
and facing threats of violence for a New York Times article 
he published in 2018. Yale alumna Leslie Zane ’82 provided 
a lesson on marketing and branding to better promote the 
Buckley Program on campus. The leadership board took 
these insights into the semester with them, implementing 
strong outreach plans, resulting in more student fellow 
applications and high event turnout for the semester. 

STUDENT Leadership
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The Buckley Program is proud to support the effort 
to place Victor Ashe ’67 on the ballot for the Yale 
Corporation. Ashe served as longtime mayor of 
Knoxville, Tennessee and as U.S. Ambassador to 
Poland. His commitment to much needed governance 
reform at Yale is refreshing. Just to appear on the 
ballot, Ashe needs to collect 4,394 signatures by 
October 1st. 

You can learn more about Ashe and his views at 
www.AsheforYale.com. Please spread the word 
about this important campaign and encourage Yale 
alumni to sign the petition.  

aluMni
TRUSTEE INITIATIVE 

WISDOM IN YOUTH Society
Last year, the Buckley Program excitedly launched a giving program tailored to the interests of young alumni ten years or 
less from graduation. This opportunity is available to alumni who were Buckley Fellows when they were at Yale. Please 
contact Lauren@buckleyprogram.com for more information. 

We are grateful to all the young alumni who have stepped up so far for their generosity in ensuring the Buckley Program 
continues to thrive. The following young alumni joined the Wisdom in Youth Society in 2019 and 2020: 

Anonymous 
Mr. Josh Altman 
Ms. Andrea Barragan 
Mr. Esteban Elizondo
Mr. Rafael Fernandez
Ms. Amalia Chua Halikias
Mr. Robert Henderson 
Ms. Elizabeth Gray Henry
Ms. Karina Kovalcik 
Mr. Brian T. Koziara
Ms. Jessica Liang 
Mr. Rich Lizardo 
Mr. Benjamin Marrow
Ms. Lauren Noble 
Ms. Abigail Owen-Pontez
Mr. Mark Perelman
Ms. Rachel Suzanne Phillips 
Ms. Sarah Scott 
Mr. Bernard Stanford 
Mr. Samuel Sussman 
Mr. Kyle Tierney
Mr. Ethan Young
Mr. Zachary Young

Each year, the Buckley Program sponsors two essay 
contests: one for Yale College students and one for high 
school students. In 2019, students were asked to consider 
what can we learn from Hayek and apply to today’s 
challenges. They were encouraged to consider this prompt: 
In The Road to Serfdom, Friedrich Hayek explained: 
“Economic control is not merely control of a sector of 
human life which can be separated from the rest; it is the 
control of the means for all our ends. And whoever has sole 
control of the means must also determine which ends are 
to be served, which values are to be rated higher and which 
lower, in short, what men should believe and strive for.”  

Winners were recognized at the Buckley Program’s Annual 
Conference dinner banquet in November. The award recipients were: 

Yale College Competition
First Place: Alex Hu 
Second Place: Mathis Bitton 
Third Place: Rowan Majumdar 

High School Competition 
First Place: Aidan Higgins, Sophomore at Xavier High School in 
Middletown, CT 
Second Place: Sam Rhee, Junior at St. Albans School in Washington, DC 
Third Place: Lilliane Bjerke, Junior at Greenwich High School in 
Greenwich, CT 
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STUDENT FELLOWS 
Program

The Buckley Program 
significantly increased 
student membership 
this year, ending the 
academic year with 
405 fellows. That is 
a record level! These fellows, who each chose to submit an 
application to join, enjoy opportunities and advantages not open 
to the general public. Fellows are able to attend dinner seminars 
with our speakers, experiencing an intimate and personal setting 
to engage further with guests. They receive copies of books, such 
as Rich Lowry’s The Case for Nationalism and Michael Pillsbury’s 
The Hundred-Year Marathon, allowing them to dive even deeper 
into the subjects our speakers address. This year, our fellows 
participated in a Fall Break trip 
to Washington, D.C. where they 
experienced once-in-a-lifetime 
professional development 
opportunities, meeting with 
a Supreme Court Justice, 
Senators, Capitol Hill staffers, 
think tank scholars, and many 
other officials and professionals.  

The student fellows also find a 
home for serious conservative 
thought and a welcoming 
community of peers interested in 
respectfully exploring ideas with each other. Group study breaks, 
fellow receptions, and attending Buckley events together gives 
fellows the chance to form bonds with one another that last 
beyond their years at Yale. As more of our student fellows become 
young alumni, many speak of their experiences with the Buckley 
Program as highlights of their time at Yale and continue to return 
to attend Buckley events, especially the Annual Conference and 
the Disinvitation Dinner.          
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THE REED LEGACY Challenge
Building a long-term stable foundation for our efforts is a top priority, which is why we have 
been encouraging supporters to consider including the Buckley Program in their estate plans.
We now have a chance to double the impact of that support. 

Mark H. Reed ’72 has let us know that he has made a provision in his will to provide an 
extremely generous $200,000 gift to the Buckley Program. And he wants to encourage 
others to do that same via the Reed Legacy Challenge. Mr. Reed has offered to match new 
estate gift commitments dollar for dollar with an increase in his own estate gift of up to an 
additional $200,000. That means that if enough people jump on board, we could have estate 
gifts totaling $600,000!

We hope you will consider joining this important campaign, which will have a transformational 
impact on our future. Your remarkable generosity would ensure the Buckley Program will 
remain a vital counterbalance in the face of campus groupthink and defend the values that 
we hold dear—allowing students to explore a range of ideas, ensuring that conservative 
voices are actually heard on campus, and promoting free speech and intellectual diversity.

You can participate in this special challenge by naming the Buckley Program as a beneficiary 
in your will or as a beneficiary of a retirement or other account. Once you have taken one 
of these steps, please complete the Reed Legacy Challenge Form. When we receive your 
completed form, Mr. Reed will bump up his own estate gift through the Reed Legacy 
Challenge. In addition to multiplying your generous estate gift by taking advantage of the 
challenge, this commitment will entitle you to membership in our God and Man at Yale 
Society.

Supporters like you know why the work of the Buckley Program is so critical. As Mr. Reed 
wrote to us when he decided to make his generous commitment:

Too many of our once great educational 
institutions have embraced the ugly 
concept of “groupthink,” abandoning their 
fundamental mission to advance a reasoned 
search for truth. Yale has shown disturbing 
signs of following suit. However, I am greatly 
encouraged by the organizational and 
intellectual strength and vitality of the Buckley 
Program for its unswerving commitment to 
the free exchange of views. I am particularly 
pleased to see that it is using every available 
communications platform to deepen its 
reach. If Yale is to remain at the forefront 
of American higher education, the Buckley 
Program will play a pivotal role, provided it 
has the requisite financial resources. I urge 
my fellow alumni to play their part toward 
that noble goal.

We would be delighted to speak with you about 
what it would mean to participate in the Reed 
Legacy Challenge and to make an estate gift to the Buckley Program. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to Lauren@buckleyprogram.com or (203) 745-1316.

STUDENT FELLOWS 
Program
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WHAT STUDENTS Are Saying
"I would describe [the overall intellectual and political climate at Yale] as stifled. Most people seem so far to 
the left that even my relatively more moderate conservative views are seen as radically oppressive to many 
students. The Buckley Program provides a space where I can meet and speak with people who will not treat 
me differently if they hear my viewpoints — in fact, they will treat me with respect."

I am so grateful that the Buckley 
Program exists. Without it, I would 
feel very lonely and lost in today's 
Yale campus culture.

“Thank you so much for the 
opportunities that you have provided. My 

participation in the Buckley Program has, without a 
doubt, been the highlight of my experience at Yale. The 

Program is helping to maintain the tradition of pursuing the 
truth wherever it may lead in opposition to the censorship and 

groupthink that we are witnessing elsewhere in 
the university setting.”

“Buckley has been an amazingly important 
and eye-opening part of my Yale experience. 
For most issues, I lean progressive; however, 
I have found it invaluable to learn more about 
opposing views from my peers and from the 
fantastic speakers that Buckley has brought. I 
think it's so important to hear both sides of an 
issue, and Buckley gives this to me in a way 
I felt was a bit lacking on the Yale campus. 
Thank you for your generosity and for all that 
you have done to give me this truly wonderful 
academic experience.”
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“The overall climate on 
campus is one of self censorship 

due to fear. No one wants to say anything 
that could potentially make them persona non 

grata and so intellectual discussions have become 
predictably boring. The Buckley Program 

provides a forum for more open discussion 
and the pursuit of truth.”

Without Buckley, I would not have been 
exposed to any of the leading ideas or 
intellectuals in the modern conservative 
movement, and my experience interacting 
and engaging with these thoughts and figures 
has better prepared me for my activities both 
inside and outside of the classroom.

“The Buckley Program is singly 
responsible for exposing me to 
the rich diversity of conservative 
intellectual thought. It has been a 
critical component in formulating 
my political identity. I will benefit 
from the experiences made 
possible by the Buckley Program 
for decades to come.”

Your support allows this 
dynamic program to positively 
benefit the culture of Yale and 
create room for important 
conversations that would not 
otherwise happen here.
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Meet A Few Of Our Student Fellows 

Interview with Rosie Braceras ’22

Q: Why did you join the Buckley Program?

I knew about Buckley before I started at Yale and after I’d been accepted, the 
Buckley Program was actually one of the reasons I chose Yale. I knew that a lot 
of the small liberal arts colleges of New England, most Ivys, and in general higher 
education tend to be very liberal and very much an echo chamber. I really liked the 
idea that the Buckley Program was there to break up that echo chamber and allow 
people to voice their opinions. As a conservative, I found that very important for my 
education—for it to be not just a single viewpoint. As someone who is interested in 
political science and history, I think that if there’s only one viewpoint then you miss 
a lot of what you should be learning…I found a community of great students that 
don’t all have the same viewpoints as I do but they all are willing to accept different 
viewpoints for what they are and engage in that dialogue. 

Q: Can you talk more about the community you found with the other students  
       in Buckley?

I have found some of my best friends through the Buckley Program. When I first started at Yale, I went to Buckley’s 
Annual Conference in November. I went in not really knowing a lot of people in Buckley and everyone was super nice and 
introduced themselves to me and pulled me into the community. That’s when I met a lot of my friends who are some of my 
best friends to this day. 

Q: What has been your favorite Buckley experience?

That’s really hard because I love so many of the Buckley events I’ve been to. 
I would say the Abortion Firing Line Debate was a great demonstration of the 
type of dialogue that the Buckley Program tries to get going on Yale’s campus. 
We had two women who were diametrically opposed on abortion—it was a 
fascinating debate for me and really eye opening—but at the end of the debate 
they had dinner together with a group of fellows which was a great experience. 
This most recent semester, I really enjoyed the dinner with Carlos Eire. He has 
one of the most interesting life stories from a Yale professor or in general. I read 
his biography over Christmas break and honestly it read more like a literary 
novel—it’s just that interesting. The dinner was really cool because he had a 
genuine interest in the Buckley Program, in the students, and in the future of 
the college and how it should preserve liberal education. It was so nice to hear 
from a tenured faculty member. Basically, I love college.

Q: What is the intellectual and political climate like on campus? Why do you  
       think Buckley’s mission is important on campus?

Outside of the Buckley Program, a lot of it is very liberal. In the classroom I will 
be the token conservative in seminars. In those seminars, I will get attacked 
verbally for some of the things that I want to say, so there are times when I have 
to choose when and what I say. It’s nice to have the Buckley Program and I am 
also in the Yale Political Union which are great outlets for being able to speak 
openly. As far as classes go, for example, one of my first weeks of the semester 
in a seminar on political persuasion we were going over the Constitutional 

“The Buckley Program was actually one of the reasons    
  I chose Yale.”
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Convention and the persuasion used during the convention. One student raised his hand and went off about how the 
Constitution was “written for the purpose of oppression.” I wanted to stand up for the Constitution which I hold dear to 
my heart. Everyone else in the class agreed with the first student, saying how could it not be a document of oppression 
when it was written in the time of slavery. At that point, I had to calm down and realize that I was not going to win that 
argument because they were so adamant and were not open to the idea that they could perhaps be wrong. I think that 
Buckley fills an important void in Yale students’ education by giving students, including me, the opportunity to not only 
hear perspectives that they may not hear in the classroom but also the ability to trust their own ideas that they feel that they 
cannot express in the classroom without being penalized either by the professor in terms of grades or by other students 
who will no longer like them as a person or not respect you for who you are.

Q: What are some of your professional goals for after college? Has Buckley helped to foster or further those goals in any way?

The Buckley Program has definitely influenced me. I am not 100% positive on what I want to do—I am only a sophomore. 
However, going on the Buckley trip to D.C. over October break and meeting with different public officials whether it be 
judges, Senators, Senate staffers, people who work in think tanks, and just a wide array of different jobs really opened my 
eyes to the types of jobs I’d be interested in pursuing. While I do not know specifically what I’d like to do, I know I would 
like to work in D.C. after graduation for a few years at least. The Buckley Program has also helped me make so many 
different connections and interact with so many different people and what they’re interested in and what they’re doing, 
which has been a great resource on the professional end in addition to furthering my education.

Q: Anything else you want to add?

I just read Ayaan Hirsi Ali’s autobiography Infidel, so I am so excited and very happy that despite the coronavirus, we were 
able to reschedule the Disinvitation Dinner for November. I’m really looking forward it. Disinvitation last year was so much 
fun and it was just an amazing experience, I don’t really have words to describe it. It was one of the highlights of my year. 
I think that and the D.C. trip were the two highlights of my year and both of those were because of Buckley. It’s amazing 
that I was able to go to both events for free and it gives a lot of students the chance to go to these events and have these 
opportunities who wouldn’t be able to if they weren’t free, which I think is really great.

Interview with Kevin Xiao ’23

Q: As a first year, what were your expectations coming in about the environment 
       at Yale? How did they stack up to your experience this year?

When I came into Yale, I was expecting something very liberal, something very 
social-justice oriented and that there would not be much diversity of opinion. I went 
to school in New Jersey so I had a similar background in high school and it was 
always a culture war when you talked about politics and you were conservative, so 
that was the set up I was expecting at Yale. I would say that in the first few weeks, 
that was my takeaway with all the administrative info sessions. Camp Yale showed 
me that it was very much stacked against people who had unorthodox viewpoints. 
But after that I learned there were organizations that helped promote ideological 
diversity of opinion…Finding Buckley at the Extracurricular Bazaar during the first 
few days at school was something that changed my mind a lot and showed me that 
Yale wasn’t as monolithic as I thought it was.

Q: Even though you found these spaces which you didn’t expect at Yale, is there  
     still a dominant political and intellectual culture on campus?

Yes, definitely. The faculty and especially the administration, even my head of college, are perhaps 
not the most open to political viewpoints that aren’t the mainstream. But I think that this is very representative of the experience 
I’ve had in my classes or when I’m dealing with faculty and administrators who have a political viewpoint that while they may 
not express it overtly, you can still tell it informs their decisions implicitly about what initiatives they allow and which they put 
their support behind. For example, at the Law School all of the walls are plastered with social justice oriented initiatives, which 
I admire in terms of what they’re striving for, but it seems as if there is only one initiative or mission that the Yale community is 
behind. Anything outside of that doesn’t really get support from the school…But that was something I thought was going to 
be here and it’s become the new normal for me. It’s going to be here and the best I can do is try to work within what’s going 
on around me.   

Meet A Few Of Our Student Fellows 
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Kevin Xiao Interview Continued...
Q: Why did you join the Buckley Program?

I found the Buckley Program through an upperclassman, 
Alexander Sikorski. He introduced me to what it was, 
and he told me about the events and programming 
that the Buckley Program put on. After that I was 
immediately drawn in because I am someone who 
really loves talking to people and debating with people 
about different political ideas and the added bonus of 
hearing from experts and practitioners in the field was 
something that I never seen before. I would never have 
had the chance to see Michael Pillsbury, for example, 
if it had not been for the Buckley Program. Knowing 
that Buckley brought in so many unique, exciting, 
and cutting-edge speakers and ideas to Yale was 
something that I wanted to be a part of.

Q: What has been your favorite Buckley experience so far?

That’s a tough one! I think the Fall Conference and seeing Doug Ducey on that stage was a highlight—probably of my life 
actually. I’ve just never been so up and close to an actual member of government. I’ve seen politicians on TV giving their 
soundbites, but never in the flesh and talking about initiatives that affected his state. It was interesting because I was sitting at 
a table with another student from Arizona and she was telling me all about Arizona politics and that made things real for me in 
a way that I don’t think any other event at Yale has. I feel that as a student at Yale, everything around me is kind of secondary. 
I talk to and learn from professors who probably have advised or helped counsel political leaders, but I’ve never interacted 
with someone that had a direct role in public affairs. Seeing Doug Ducey, someone who has influences over billions of dollars 
of government expenditures and millions of peoples’ lives, was something I had never before had the opportunity to do. 

Q: What did you think of your experience in the Spring Break Free Market Fairness Seminar?

I think the seminar was better than any of the classes I’ve taken at Yale so far. The reason I say that is it was with a group 
of people that actually cared about what we were learning. Most of my classes this year have been survey classes, so 
maybe I just haven’t taken enough seminars yet, but taking a seminar with Professor Tomasi was something where I could 
engage in discussions with people who did the readings as thoroughly and as passionately as I did them. I think being part 
of such a discussion with other students who are informed about economics, or philosophy, or political science, was an 
experience that forced me to think about different perspectives and see this one issue of Free Market Fairness from a range 
of different viewpoints. It was valuable to see all the applications in different sectors, and it forced me to consider these 
alternative perspectives I would never have heard otherwise. In that way, it showed me an academic community unlike one 
I’d experienced before.       

Q: Why do you think Buckley’s mission is important on campus?

For me, having intellectual diversity and viewpoint diversity is something of the utmost importance because it forces people to 
confront ideas that they haven’t heard before or even if they have heard before they don’t like. If people grapple with ideas like 
that then there is a chance that even if they are not persuaded, they will understand better why they don’t believe those ideas. 
In that way, it creates a marketplace of ideas, to quote Justice Holmes. It’s really important that the students at Yale who are 
going to be future leaders of the free world and run corporations and countries understand the different viewpoints that are 
out there. They need to not be blind to viewpoints, conservative viewpoints mainly, which they were never exposed to on 
campus at Yale. College, I thought, was supposed to be the place where you could confront ideas without fear of reproach 
or public shame and ostracization. If Professor Anthony Kronman, the former Dean of Yale Law school, has it right and that 
is the purpose of the university in a free society, then that truly is the void that the Buckley Program is filling. It’s something 
that I don’t really see at all in my classes or in Yale academic departments. I’m a part of the political science department and 
we rarely see speakers who come from a conservative or libertarian viewpoint. Buckley bringing in speakers like Yuval Levin, 
Michael Pillsbury, or others who have viewpoints that would never otherwise be heard in the classrooms and hallways of Yale 
is something that is really important to me. It not only broadens my horizons but also makes the richness of the conversations 
better. Otherwise people would just be stating the same opinion over and over again and I don’t gain anything from that  
  and other students don’t gain anything from that.  

“The seminar showed me an academic community unlike one I’d experienced before.”       



The William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale   |   2019-2020 Annual Report   |   www.buckleyprogram.com                                       
27

Interview with Mathis Bitton ’23

Q: As an international student, what were your perceptions about the political  
      climate at American universities, and specifically Yale, coming into this year?   
      How did those expectations compare to your experience this year?

Internationally, American universities are regularly mocked for being ideological 
echo-chambers. While I did not necessarily expect Yale faculty and students to be 
perfectly monolithic, I certainly thought of Yale as a place where people exchange 
viewpoints within a broad liberal consensus. What I failed to anticipate is not only 
the diversity of opinions on campus, but also the influence of institutions – like 
Buckley – that dedicate their time and effort to provide healthy debating spheres. 
The voices of uniformity are indeed powerful at Yale, but so are those who reject 
and oppose conformism. My Yale experience has been more dynamic, varied, and 
intellectually challenging than I expected.

Q: Why did you join the Buckley Program?

I first walked into a Buckley lecture because I thought that the theme and speaker were interesting and inaccessible in any 
other setting at Yale. Yuval Levin, a staunch conservative, adopted a deeply nuanced a skeptical position of the question 
of meritocracy. I walked out surprised and curious. I came back to a couple of events, and I started to talk to the students 
who were coming to all these debates and lectures. Despite a myriad of differences, we all shared a kind of appetite for 
unconventional perspectives, for unexpected arguments, for the ability to change our minds and recognize that college 
students are very unlikely to possess a full grasp of human and political affairs. This community of like-minded students 
is what made me join.

Q: You’ve had the opportunity to participate in two Buckley seminars. Can you talk about your experiences in them?

The two seminars I have participated in, hands down have been my favorite Buckley experiences. Professor Tomasi and 
Professor Orwin are phenomenal scholars, and every minute of those two weeks was enlightening. The debates were 
open, the students were deeply interested, and the logistics were impeccable. The university rarely offers the opportunity to 
have low-stakes, intensive seminars. This was the first time that I got to set a couple of days aside to immerse myself fully 
into fundamental questions of political theory. The diversity of the students was also remarkable: I cannot think of any other 
classroom where Divinity and Law school students find themselves mixed with first years and advanced graduate students.

Q: You’ve written some op-eds in campus publications. What is it 
         like to voice possibly controversial opinions on campus publicly?

I think that the YDN in particular is moving in the right direction. 
The very same thirst for unconventional opinion that underpins 
Buckley’s success and mission is starting to make other institutions 
accept the necessity of intellectual diversity. I am fortunate enough 
to be a fairly moderate person by nature, so I did not face any 
significant backlash. But I personally know many who have, and 
it is frankly saddening to see brilliant Yale students descend into 
tribal hatred when something remotely controversial happens to 
emerge from a school publication. I do hope that we are slowly but 
surely getting there, though.

Q: Why do you think Buckley’s mission is important on campus?

Because it plays an active part in representing a voiceless portion of 
the student body. Many students—who make come from abroad, 
or from rural communities—hardly manage to  

“What Buckley does is, in essence, basic: provide a forum for all sides to be 
taken seriously. But in the context of the modern university, this simple mission-
statement becomes a quasi-revolutionary act.”       “The seminar showed me an academic community unlike one I’d experienced before.”       
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Mathis Bitton Interview Continued...
ever talk about political questions in public. They fear the pressure of public opinion, and the repercussions it may have on 
academic or career outcomes. What Buckley does is, in essence, basic: provide a forum for all sides to be taken seriously. 
But in the context of the modern university, this simple mission-statement becomes a quasi-revolutionary act.

Q:  What are some of your professional goals when you leave college? Has Buckley helped to foster or further those  
        goals in any ways?

I definitely want to go to graduate school. As for the ultimate goal, it will most likely be either academia or politics. Both 
these disciplines require an open-mind and an eager dedication to debate. Buckley encapsulates that spirit. The program 
also has fantastic networking events/career fairs that directly allow students to connect with prospective employers, as 
they have for me.

Interview with Elizabeth Henry ’14

Q: What has your professional path looked like since graduating from Yale?

When I first graduated from Yale I wanted to work in Washington D.C., but 
most people have to get an internship first, so I interned for the House Ways 
and Means Committee while I was looking for a job. I found one within about 
a month working for Senator Thad Cochran who then was the Senior Senator 
of Mississippi—that was July of 2014. When Republicans won the senate in 
November of 2014, he became Chairman of the Appropriations Committee and 
I covered issues such as making sure the Chairman’s priorities were included 
in bills and that agencies interpreted his priorities the way he intended them. 
I worked for Senator Cochran until he resigned in April 2018.  I then started 
working for Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith. I advise her on all healthcare issues 

across government and I also serve as her Director of Administration, so I keep 
the trains running on time in her office. It was a very exciting, interesting, and busy time setting 
up a new Senate office. I set up everything from getting people on the payroll on the first day 
to the office policy manual to how we would get things approved by the Senator. I’m still in that role now. Senator 
Hyde-Smith is the first woman to serve in Congress from Mississippi so it’s very exciting for me to be able to work for 
her. It was very interesting to be able to work for someone at the end of their career as Senator Cochran was and then 
someone at the beginning of her Senator career like Senator Hyde-Smith. I also go to Law School at Georgetown at 
night. I love working on the Hill and I love my job, but I felt like I needed an advanced degree, so being able to go to 
a top school while still working seemed like the best option. If the President is reelected, it will certainly be four more 
exciting years to be a Republican in D.C., and I’m excited for what the future holds. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect of your work in Washington D.C.?

One thing I like is helping regular everyday people be able to navigate the federal government. One of the 
consequences of us having such a large federal government is that it’s completely indecipherable to average 
Americans. How a small rural hospital can effectively communicate with Medicare, how a physician who has 
found something new can connect with the FDA to approve what they want to do—all of this is pretty opaque. 
Being able to help those people know where to go and know how to advocate for themselves before the federal 
government is really one of the best parts of my job. Another thing I would say is that I love health policy because 
it’s so complicated, there’s so many different aspects, it’s a huge issue at the federal and state level, and it affects 
every single American life. While it does have aspects of political ideology to it—there are certainly Republican 

YOUNG ALUMNI Making A Difference

"What the Buckley Program has really brought is 
an intellectual conservatism that can be on par with 
what the university itself is putting forward in terms 
of liberalism."
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positions on healthcare and Democratic positions on healthcare—once you get down into the weeds it’s more 
about “How can this be done effectively?” I think healthcare is a great example where there is a top line of political 
debate but once you get down into the weeds you see a lot of bipartisan groups working together. 

Q: How did the Buckley Program impact your experience at Yale?

I was fortunate the Buckley Program was started when I was a freshman, so I was one of the first students to be able 
to be involved, but also to be involved for all four years. I would say that at Yale the conservative social aspect has 
been there for a long time, with conservative students knowing each other and being friends, that sort of thing. What 
the Buckley Program has really brought is an intellectual conservatism that can be on par with what the university itself 
is putting forward in terms of liberalism. The university will sponsor all sorts of liberal philosophers, professors, and 
politicians to come talk on behalf of the university, but you don’t get the same with speakers coming to campus to 
speak on conservative ideas. You didn’t have those opportunities for intellectual diversity before the Buckley Program. 
It has the resources to be able to bring those debates onto campus, with topline speakers who hold different views 
from what students are hearing in class. In my experience, the Buckley Program has also played a uniting role among 
conservative students at Yale. As much as Yale conservatives can feel left out by majority viewpoints, I also think there 
can be infighting among themselves. One of the roles Buckley has played is bringing students from those different 
conservative groups together. I’ve continued to be involved in the Buckley Program. Lauren and I like to joke that we’re 
two of the three people who have been to all the Annual Conferences! I continue to go back to the Buckley conference 
because I find them interesting for my own personal learning experience. Diversity on Yale’s campus is so important, 
and I want to do what I can to support that.            

Q: You were a part of the Program at its beginning. How have you seen the Program grow over time?

I can’t believe it now when Lauren says that the Buckley Program is one of the largest student organizations on 
campus—it’s amazing to me! It’s a testament to the hard work of Lauren and of all the different students over the 
years as well as the commitment of the people on the Board and those all over America who support the Buckley 
Program. When I was a student, it was in its nascent stages. I remember one of the first events with Harvey Mansfield 
in the Pierson Master’s house and there were maybe 10 of us there. Now, I read about the enormous events that the 
Buckley Program hosts. I read about the seminars they’re hosting during breaks, the trip to D.C. Lauren planned, 
and I hear her say that it’s now one of the largest student organizations. That’s truly amazing for it to have grown so 
much. I was a freshman in 2010 and to see in such a short period of time for it to have grown to be a superlative on 
campus is really amazing.

Q: Why have you chosen to continue to support the Program and why would you encourage others to support it as well?

It’s no secret that I am not super thrilled with the direction that the Yale Administration is going. I very much think that 
many of the decisions they’ve made in recent years have been made poorly. I think the administration itself is hesitant to 
be a leader on things and is too subject to the whims of students. As much as I love Yale and I will always be a bulldog 
in my heart and shout “For God, for country, and for Yale” till my dying day, I don’t feel like supporting the university 
directly is supporting something I can agree with. Supporting the Buckley Program is a way for me to support Yale and 
support Yale students while also ensuring that the things I think are important—open debate, free inquiry, intellectual 
diversity, being able to hear both sides of an argument and weigh them in your mind to decide what you think for 
yourself. All those things that were such an integral part of my Yale experience, and are why I’m grateful for Yale and 
what the Buckley Program stands for. Being able to support that and ensure future generations of Yale students are 
able to grow through that experience is why I still support the Buckley Program.  

Q: What would your advice be to current fellows in the Buckley Program about getting the most out of their time in  
       the program and at Yale in general?

One thing you don’t realize until you leave Yale is how many amazing opportunities you have as a Yale student. I work in the 
United States Senate and there are always events going on, but I honestly believe that there are more interesting speakers 
and events taking place on Yale’s campus than there are in the U.S. Senate. There are more opportunities to learn and to 
engage at Yale than you will ever realize until you are not there anymore. I would just encourage students to grab all those 
opportunities as much as they can. Participate in things like the Buckley Program that allow you to interact with some of 
the great thinkers and doers of our time. One of the most valuable things for me was attending Yale helped me know not 
only what I believed, but what other people believe and why I believed what I believed. I think a lot of students come to 
Yale knowing what they believe, but until you are challenged it’s hard to know why you believe that. I would encourage Yale 
students to consider these four years four years to really understand why you believe what you do which will make you more 
effective no matter where you end up in your future. 

YOUNG ALUMNI Making A Difference



    The William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale   |   2019-2020 Annual Report   |   www.buckleyprogram.com
30

For the fifth year in a row, we commissioned a national survey to gauge the views of 
U.S. college students. Our 2019 survey asked students to weigh in on topics ranging 
from free speech and other Constitutional questions to 
their opinions on Social Security, federal debt, the Green 
New Deal, Medicare for All, student loan debt, the U.S. 
presidential candidates and other pressing issues. The 
nationally-known firm McLaughlin & Associates conducted 
the polling, which was covered by the New York Post. 

HigHligHts from tHe survey included: 

• By a greater than two to one margin, students believe 
the Constitution is a very important document for our 
country that serves as the indispensable rulebook 
for honest government (63%) rather than it being an 
outdated document and that amending the Constitution is too slow and difficult of a 
process (27%).

• When it comes to the First Amendment, 84% of 
students say it is an important amendment that still 
needs to be followed and respected while just 12% say 
it is outdated and can no longer be applied in today’s 
society.

• A majority of students, 55%, opposes their college or 
university having speech codes to regulate speech for 
students and faculty. Greater than one in three, 35%, 
favor speech codes. This is similar to last year, when 
38% favored speech codes and 54% opposed them.

•  Exactly half, 50%, of students say they have often felt intimidated in sharing their ideas, 
opinions or beliefs in class because they were different than those of their professors. 
Forty-six percent (46%) say this does not occur often.

• A slight majority, 51%, of students say they have often felt intimidated in sharing 
their ideas, opinions or beliefs in class because they were different than those of 
their classmates or peers. Forty-six percent (46%) say this does not occur often. 
This has changed slightly from last year, when 54% often felt intimidated and 44% 
were not often intimidated.

• When asked about those with whom they disagree, 63% of students say that most of the people they 
disagree with are good people who just see the world differently and these fundamental disagreements do 
not impact how they feel about them. By contrast, 29%, say that a person’s views impact how they see 
them and they cannot help but think negatively of a person if they hold viewpoints that are perceived as 

NATIONAL Survey
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uninformed, intolerant or bigoted.

• Thirty-two percent (32%) agree that it is sometimes appropriate to shout down or disrupt a speaker on campus, 
while 61% disagree. This is a 16-point change from last year when students were more likely to agree with this 
statement, 41% agree to 54% disagree.

• Students divide, 48% agree to 45% disagree, on whether hate speech – no matter how racist or bigoted it 
is – is still technically protected under the First Amendment as free speech. This is also a 16-point change 
from last year when students were more likely to agree with this statement, 57% agree to 38% disagree.

• Thirty-one percent (31%) agree that physical violence can be justified to prevent a person from using hate speech 
or making racially charged comments, while 62% disagree. This is mostly unchanged from last year when 33% 
agreed and 60% disagreed.

• By a 54% to 31% margin, students favor eliminating the Electoral College and electing the President through a 
direct popular vote. Fifteen percent (15%) are unsure.

• Students favor the Green New Deal by a two to one margin, 43% to 22%, however a sizeable 35% are unsure.

• Two-thirds, 66%, favor Medicare for All while 24% oppose it.

• Forty-seven percent (47%) would be willing to pay more in taxes personally to support programs like Medicare for 
All and the Green New Deal. Thirty-two percent (32%) would not and another 21% are unsure.

• When given a choice, 60% of students say they shouldn’t have to go broke to pay for a quality education and we 
should forgive student debt and make college free. By contrast, 32% say students and families need to be more 
responsible when choosing a school within their means and forgiving students loans isn’t the answer because 
someone has to pay for it.

• However, there is a divide when it comes to the fairness of increasing taxes on individuals who never attended 
college. Forty-six percent (46%) believe it is fair for those who never attended college to pay more in taxes to 
make college more affordable for others or forgive loans for former students. A similar 45% say it is unfair.

• There are 24% of students who support forgiving student debt and making college free, but believe it is unfair for 
those who never attended college to pay more in taxes.

• After graduating college, 37% of students anticipate needing financial assistance from their parents, while 44% 
do not. Nineteen percent (19%) are unsure.

• When given a choice, 37% prefer democratic socialism and 30% prefer capitalism. One in three (33%) were 
unsure.

• A slight plurality, 40%, says that socialist principles have the potential to be good for America because they 
promote fairness and give more opportunities to the less fortunate and those who struggle in our society. Thirty-
seven percent (37%) say that while capitalism isn’t perfect, it has promoted freedom and opportunity for millions 
in America and across the world and socialism is too radical. Nearly one in four, 23%, were unsure. 
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liCia hahn and niCK rosenKranZ   
JOIN BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
We are delighted to welcome the two latest additions to the Buckley Program’s Board of Directors, 
Licia Hahn and Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz '92 LAW '99. 

Licia Hahn is President of Licia Hahn & Co, LLC, a New York management consulting 
firm focused on improving the performance of CEOs and their companies. The firm's 
clients are principally Fortune 500 companies in the media, healthcare, financial 
services, and industrial sectors. Before the formation of her firm in 2001, Hahn served 
as EVP Marketing, Working Woman Network, a B2B digital brand, and VP News & 
Marketing, CBS Television Stations Group. 

Prior to her stint in TV news, Hahn spent nine years as a marketing executive successfully 
repositioning The New Yorker, House Beautiful and European Travel & Life magazines. 
She started her career in IBM corporate sales and in fixed income institutional sales 
at Lehman Brothers, and then was finance director for a U.S. congressional race in 
Philadelphia. After the campaign, she joined ad agency Lowe & Partners in account 
management on Citibank's credit card businesses.
 
Hahn is the Executive Producer and Co-Creator of a bi-weekly podcast This Is Your 
Brain with Dr. Phil Stieg, launched in April 2019. Within three months of its release, the 
podcast became a hit with thousands of listeners and is now in the Top 50 All-Time 
Best Seller Podcasts in Apple's Life Sciences category. Hahn also spearheaded the 
creation of The Weill Cornell Medicine Children's Brain Tumor Project in 2011 with 
two leading neuroscientists to fund research for rare and incurable pediatric brain cancers. The 
Project's lab is now one of the country's leading scientific centers in the space. She currently 
serves as its strategic advisor.
 
Hahn is a graduate of Bryn Mawr College with a B.A. in French literature and attended Columbia 
University's Executive MBA Program in Finance and Accounting for Executives. She has lectured 
widely in the academic, business, and non-profit sectors and is currently an Associate Fellow at 
Yale University's Berkeley College.

Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz is a Professor of Law at Georgetown, specializing in 
constitutional law, federal jurisdiction, foreign affairs law, and statutory interpretation.

His articles on these topics are among the most downloaded and cited in these fields: 
they are consistently published in the nation's top law reviews, including the Harvard 
Law Review and the Stanford Law Review, and his work has been cited by many 
state and federal judges, including three different Justices of the U.S. Supreme Court.

Rosenkranz frequently testifies before Congress as a constitutional expert, including, 
for example, at the Senate Judiciary Committee hearings for the nomination of Loretta 
Lynch to be Attorney General and Sonia Sotomayor to be a Supreme Court Justice. 
He has written briefs and presented oral argument at the U.S. Supreme Court. In 
the popular press, he has written opinion pieces for The Wall Street Journal and The 
Washington Post, and he is frequently asked to comment on legal issues for various 
national media.

Rosenkranz's primary extracurricular activity is his work to support free speech and 
intellectual diversity at American universities. He serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Federalist Society, which is the leading proponent of intellectual diversity and debate in 
legal education. In 2015, Rosenkranz and Jonathan Haidt co-founded Heterodox Academy, which 
promotes intellectual diversity of university faculty and unfettered debate on university campuses. 
He has written about these issues, both in scholarly journals and in national periodicals. For 
decades, his family's primary philanthropic goals have been to raise the level of national debate on 
matters of public policy; to promote free speech and intellectual diversity on university campuses;  
  and to promote excellence at Yale.
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CONNECT With Us

The Buckley Program continues to extend its reach beyond 
Yale's campus. Our social media presence allows us to share 
the Program's efforts with a wide online audience,  increasing the 
reach of voices and ideas that are so often silenced by colleges 
and the culture. On Facebook we have nearly 4,000 followers 
and our posts reach thousands each week. Our YouTube channel 
has over 1,000,000 total views. In 2020, we also launched our 
Instagram where we connect directly with our students.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram @buckleyprogram 

If you would like to hear more about our programs, we invite you to join 
our email list for regular updates. Please visit www.buckleyprogram.
com and subscribe. You can also contact Executive Director Lauren 
Noble at Lauren@buckleyprogram.com or (203) 745-1316.

liCia hahn and niCK rosenKranZ   
JOIN BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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HOW TO SUPPORT Us
We rely entirely on the generosity of donors to accomplish our mission. All donations to the Buckley Program 
are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

We accept:

• Checks made payable to The William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale and mailed to:

The William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale
234 Church Street, 7th Floor
New Haven, CT 06510

• Credit card contributions on our website: www.buckleyprogram.com/donate

• Gifts of stock: Contact Lauren@buckleyprogram.com

• Donor-advised funds

• Matching gifts from your employer

God and Man at Yale Society 

A legacy gift to The William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale is an ideal way to ensure your generosity has 
an enduring impact on the advancement of free speech and conservative values at Yale and beyond. 
To learn more about the God and Man at Yale Society or to let us know that you intend to join, please 
contact Lauren@buckleyprogram.com.



THE FINANCIAL STRENGTH 
Of The Buckley Program 
A Message from the Treasurer, John Spagnola ’79

The Buckley Program continued its steady growth on all fronts 
in 2019. As the many programs and forums grow in popularity 
and expand their reach, our fundraising efforts increased revenue 
to $1,231,686 for the year, an increase of $145,609 over 2018. 
Unrestricted net assets increased to $1,328,235, putting the 
Buckley Program on solid financial footing for the future.

                                         December 31, 2019 

See notes to financial statements.
3

2019 2018
Assets
Current assets:

Cash 223,130$      253,269$      
Marketable securities 1,094,968 893,080
Prepaid expenses and other assets 28,998 11,898

Total current assets 1,347,096     1,158,247     
Property and equipment, net 3,778 6,297

1,350,874$   1,164,544$   

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 22,639$        11,392$        
Net assets, without donor restrictions 1,328,235     1,153,152     

1,350,874$   1,164,544$   

Statements of Financial Position

December 31,

William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale, Inc.

See notes to financial statements.
4

2019 2018
Net assets without donor restrictions:
Revenues and support:

Contributions and grants 881,550$      856,330$      
Special events 312,268 210,925
Other income 37,868 18,822

Total revenues and support 1,231,686     1,086,077     
Expenses:

Program services 772,961        752,867        
Management and general 75,685          59,903          
Fundraising 124,543        73,934          
Direct donor benefit 83,414          59,075          

Total expenses 1,056,603     945,779        
Change in net assets without donor restrictions 175,083        140,298        
Net assets without donor restrictions, beginning 1,153,152     1,012,854     
Net assets without donor restrictions, ending 1,328,235$   1,153,152$   

Year Ended December 31,

William F. Buckley, Jr. Program at Yale, Inc.

Statements of Activities
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ThankYou ABOUT Us
Launched in January 2011, the mission of The William F. Buckley, Jr. Program is to promote intellectual 
diversity on Yale’s campus. Named for National Review founder William F. Buckley, Jr. ’50, the Program 
offers a speaker series, conferences, Firing Line debates, internships for undergraduates, and more.
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LEADERSHIP CIRCLE  
Anonymous
Mr. Peter B. Dooley
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Hood
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Hoskins
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Johnson
Hon. and Mrs. Howard H. Leach
Prof. Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz
Sarah Scaife Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Richard R. West
 
FOUNDERS
Anonymous
Mr. Thomas P. August
Mr. and Mrs. Lee M. Bass
Mr. J. Frederick Berg, Jr.
Ms. Carole B. Brown
Mr.  Gregory A. Ciongoli
Drs. Thomas and Virginia Collier       
   and The Comegys Bight   
   Charitable Foundation
Mr. Randall Guynn
Mr. Paul J. Isaac
Mr. Reuben Jeffery III
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kleinschmidt
Mr. Kenneth Langone
Dr. James Piereson
Mr. Stephen Sherrill
Mr. Frederick W. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Stahl
Hon. and Mrs. Craig R. Stapleton
Mr. Fay Vincent in memory of      
   Charles Krauthammer
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy T. Yates

FIRING LINE CLUB 
Anonymous (2) 
Mrs. Elisabeth Adams
Mr. John Almeida
Mr. and Mrs. Mark and 
   Saeko Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. George P. Caulkins III
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan M. Clark
G. L. Connolly Foundation 
   (Mr. Thomas A. Connolly)
Dr. Richard C. Crisler, Jr.
Mr. Gene Dattel and Ms. Licia Hahn
Mr. Richard R. Davis
Mr. Mark T. DeAngelis
The Dr. E. Lawrence Deckinger    
   Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Glass
Mr. John A. Hazelwood
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Hertog
Mr. Raymond W. Leyden, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis P. Lynch
Mr. James D. Marver
Mr. Richard B. Mayor
Noble Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Glen A. Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Russell S. Reynolds, Jr.
Cornelia Cogswell Rossi Foundation
Mr. David M. Schneider
Mr. Daniel Shuchman
Mr. Georges C. St. Laurent, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Walter P. Stern
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick P. Stratton, Jr.
Mrs. June I. Willson

ATHWART HISTORY CLUB 
Hon. Victor H. Ashe
Mr. James Cowperthwait
Hon. James Kitchenman Coyne III
Mr. William E. Curran
Mr. Joseph G. Fogg III
Mr. and Mrs. W. Lee Gaines, Jr.
Mr. John J. Gatti
Mr. Art Grayson
Mr. Todd R. Harrison
Dr. and Mrs. Laurence P. Karper
Mr. Randy Labbe
Mr. Larry J. Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. Thornton C. Lockwood
Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Menton Jr.
Mr. George Noble
Mr. John Schemmer
Mr. and Mrs. Robin P. Selati
Mr. Raymond Thek
Mr. Donald J. Toumey
Mr. Douglas C. Wright

PARTNERS 
Anonymous (2) 
Mr. Richard Adler
Mr. Christopher S. Armstrong
Mr. Anthony Asmuth III
Mr. G. Leonard Baker, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Banister
Mr. Frederick A. Beardsley III
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Berenson
Mr. Linden Blue
Mr. Jeremiah M. Bogert
Mr. Edward O. Boshell, Jr.
Mr. L. Brent Bozell III
Mr. David R. Brewer, Jr.
Mr. Stephen E. Brilz
Mr. T. A. Brooks
Dr. Malcolm M. Brown
Mr. Lewis Bryden
The Estate of Mr. Richard P. Buchman
Mr. Christopher Buckley
Hon. James L. Buckley
Mr. Theodore E. Calleton
Mr. John G. Carberry
Mr. Austin Carey
Mr. John H. Carley
Mr. Nathaniel Madison Cartmell III
Ms. Elizabeth A. Coelho
Ronnye and Chip Cowell
Cunniff Family AZ 
   Charitable Account
Hon. and Mrs. Stephen Daniels
Mr. and Mrs. Mark De Rocco
Mr. Theodore Deinard
Mr. Kevin Doyle
Mr. William Draper
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Drum
Mr. Richard L. Dutton
Ms. Nancy Hemstreet Eaton
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Elliott, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fabbro
Mr. Alan H. Finegold
Mr. William B. Fitzgerald III and 
   Ms. Sandra Krause
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Flinn, Jr.
Mr. Robert B. Flint
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Foster 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Fowler
Mr. Michael Franc
Dr. Michael Frank

PARTNERS CONT. 
Mr. John B. Fraser
Mr. and Mrs. Philip M. Friedmann
Mr. and Mrs. W. Herrick Garnsey 
Mr. Robert W. Garthwait, Jr.
Hon. Bruce S. Gelb
Ms. Melanie A. Ginter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Giuffra
Mr. Edwin A. Goodman
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Greenberg
Mr. Robert Grusky and 
   Ms. Hope Eiseman
Mr. John Gummere
Mr. Frederick O. Hanser
Mr. and Mrs. Cal Heminway
Mrs. Hoke F. Henderson, Jr.
Ms. Elizabeth Gray Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Holcombe
Hoover Institution
Mr. Thomas B. Hyman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bruce Irving
A. C. Israel Foundation
The Ann Jackson Family Foundation
Mr. George Jeffords
Mr. Ralph N. Johanson, Jr.
Mr. Collister Johnson, Jr.
Mr. Leo Kayser III
Mr. David G. Kaytes
The Honorable Bobbie Kilberg and 
   the Honorable William J. Kilberg
Mr. Robert Kinderman
Mr. Thomas D. Klingenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Knag
Ms. Carla Knobloch
Mr. William A. Kramer
Dr. James R.  Krasno
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Kreitler
Mr. William Krochalis
Mr. T.J. Kukk
Mr. William C. Kunkler III
Mr. Stallworth Larson
Mr. Harris Leviton
Mr. Daniel Lowenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Lundy, Jr.
Mr. Eric Luse
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle David Lutton
Mrs. Theresa Lystad in memory     
   of Scott Lystad '79
Mr. William R. H. Martin
Mr. Richard Massimilian and 
   Ms. Jeri Fritz
Hon. Robert D. McCallum, Jr.
Mr. James M. McKinnon
Dr. and Mrs. William C. McMaster
Mr. H. G. McNeely, Jr.
Dr. John D. Mitchell
Mr. Thomas F. Moore, Jr.
Mr. William G. Morrison, Jr.
Mr. David K. Musto
Mr. Avi Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Stephan F. Newhouse
Ms. Lauren Noble and 
   Mr. Nicholas Grasso
Dr. John Noonan
Mr. and Mrs. H. Kenneth Norian
Mr. Salvatore J. Nuzzo
Mr. William F. B. O'Reilly in         
   memory of Maureen 
   Buckley O'Reilly
Lee and Bill Otis
Mr. Henry Ott-Hansen

PARTNERS CONT. 
Mr. Thomas C. Patterson
Ms. Ludmila Peresvetova
Dr. Jacqueline Pfeffer Merrill
Mr. Michael Pharr
Barnet and Sharon Phillips    
   Family Fund of the Community   
   Foundation of New Jersey
Dr. Fred E. Pittman 
Dr. and Mrs. Roger G. Pollock
Mr. Robert L. Pratter
Hon. Loretta A. Preska
Mr. David Reape
Mr. Bryan Edward Robertson
Mr. D. Burr Robinson, Jr.
Mr. James Rogers
Mr. Mark Rosenblatt and 
   Ms. Sarah Stern
Mr. Luis Roth
Mr. John H. Sargent
Mr. and Mrs. Laz L. Schneider
Dr. Lawrence D. Schuster
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah Shafir
Mr. Bill Shipman
Dr. Donald Simonson
Mr. Cameron O. Smith
Mr. Henry O. Smith III
Hon. Ronald Sohigian
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Spagnola
Mr. Stephen A. Stack, Jr.
Mr. David M. C. Stern
Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Thompson, Jr.
Mr. Peter Ulmer
Mr. and Mrs. George Unhoch, Jr.
Prof. Amy L. Wax
Mr. Thomas Wheeler
Hon. Stephen F. Williams
Hon. and Mrs. Michael M. Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Woodrow
Mr. William M. Yedor

BENEFACTORS 
Mr. Robert P. Anderson, Jr.
Mr. Travis K. Anderson and 
   Ms. Victoria Phillips
Hon. Paul V. Applegarth
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Babcock
Mr. Paul F. Balser, Sr.
Mr. Michael L. Barnes
Mr. Thomas C. Barry
BlackRock
Mr. J. Truman Bidwell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Roberto M. Braceras
Mr. and Mrs. Roberts W. Brokaw III
Mr. Jonathan J. Bush
Dr. Carl Sanford Carlson, Jr.
Mr. Allan K. Chasanoff
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Childress
Mr. Henry N. Christensen, Jr.
Mr. Jeffrey A. Clyde
Mr. and Mrs. David Crall
Mr. James Currie, Jr. in memory     
   of Milton Friedman
Ms. Marie T. DeFalco
Dr. Luanna Devenis 
Mr. Robert J. Dodds III
Dr. Marc Dummit
Mr. Gilbert Dumontet
Mr. and Mrs. John Eliasberg
Mr. Paul R. Farago
Mr. Martin Fenton, Jr.

BENEFACTORS CONT. 
Mr. Dean D.  Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel R. Frank
Dr. D. Hood Franks, Jr.
Mr. Michael W. Freeland
Mr. Lionel Goldfrank III
Dr. and Mrs. Michael C. Gregg
Mr. John Groman
Dr. Scott B. Halstead
Mr. Marc Hecht
Mr. Lynard C. Hinojosa
Mr. Robert Hogan
Mr. Robert Hutchinson, Jr.
Mr. Richard B. Johnson
Mr. Scott C. Johnston
Mr. John J. Kirkowski
Robert E. Knight Estate
Mr. Peter Kohler
Hon. Paul C. Lambert
Mr. Raymond J. Learsy
Mr. Richard Lightburn
Mr. Philip B. Manville
Mr. Dana K. Martin
Mr. Frank Mauran
Mr. John Mendell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Michie
Mr. Clay L. Morton
Mr. John H. Moss
Ms. Elizabeth P. Munson
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. O'Connell
Mr. William M. Osborne III
Ms. Dyanna Pepitone and 
   Mr. Douglas Parker
Mr. Brian Pierce
Mr. Robert D. Power
Mr. John B. Prentis III
Mr. Paul P. Priebe
Mrs. and Mrs. Michael Proctor
Mr. Gerard J. Quinn
Mr. and Mrs. James Ramenofsky
Mr. Bernard G. Rethore
Stanley & Martha Livingston Fund  
  at the Rhode Island Foundation
Ms. Susan Riley
Mr. Brian C. Riopelle
Mr. Donald M. Roberts
Mr. Jason Rosenbaum
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Schrader
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Schwartz
Mr. William C. Scott
Mr. Barry Sender
Ms. Deborah Shertzer
Dr. Mark B. Sigmond
Hon. Michael Skol
Mr. Bob Skoronski
Mr. and Mrs. Grant H. Slade
Mr. and Mrs. DeForest W. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Barry R. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sullivan III
Ms. Victoria Talkington
Mr. Stephen B. Timbers
Mr. David F. Tufaro
Mr. Hal Valeche
Prof. Noël Valis
Mr. Laurence Walker
Ms. Joan Wexler and Mr. Len Orland
Dr. John Wollaeger
Mr. Richard A. Young

The Buckley Program would like to recognize those donors who contributed to 
our efforts between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019. ThankYou 
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ASSOCIATES
Anonymous (2)
Mr. Robert Abramowitz and 
   Ms. Susan Stewart
Dr. Robert E. Almquist
CDR Robert J. Amundson
Mr. David G. Anderson
Mr. Francis R. Anscombe
Mr. David Applegate
Mrs. Louise Arias in memory of 
   Robert M. Arias
Ms. Robin Armandpour
Mr. Jim Ayer
Ms. Caroline S. Bacon 
Mr. Edward L. Barlow
Miss Andrea Barragan
Mr. and Mrs. Mordechai M. Beizer
TPG
Mr. and Mrs. Brad and Julia Berger
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Bick
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Bose
Mr. Willis B. Boyer
Braverman Family Charitable     
   Foundation
Mr. Steven D. Brooks
Ms. Margaret Buckley
Mr. Robert J. Cardone
Mr. Jeremy Carl
Mr. Francis Casale
Mr. Andrew Clarke
Mr. Francis C. Compton
Mr. Andrew R. Cooke
Mr. Michael A. Cosgrove
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and       
   Monisha Crisell
Mr. Amory Cummings
Mr. Joshua Davidson
Mr. Harry D. Day
Dr. John L. Denby
Mr. Magruder H. Dent
Dr. Richard B. Devereux
Dr. Henry J. B. Dick
Mr. Arthur A. Dornbusch II
Mr. Gerard F. Doyle
Mr. George Dumigan
Mr. Robert J.C. Dunbar, Jr.
Dr. Randall S. Edson
Mr. Richard D. Egan
Mr. Russell Eliason
Mr. William M. Folberth III
Dr. Pamela F. Gallin
Mr. Peter C. Gould
Ms. Ashley Grant
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Grasso
Mr. William Gumina
Mr. R. A. Hallahan
Mr. Matthew Hamel
Mr. John L. Hammond
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hanson
Mr. C. Michael Harrington
Dr. Adam I. Harris
Mr. Christopher Charles Healy
Hon. David W. Heckler
Hon. John W. Hetherington
Dr. Margaret E. Holmes 
Ms. Margaret Hoover
Mr. James A. Howard
Mr. Richard I. Hoyer
Mr. Jeffrey S. Kahn

The Buckley Program would like to recognize those donors who contributed to 
our efforts between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019. 

ASSOCIATES CONT. 
Ms. Karina Kovalcik
Mr. J. Al Latham, Jr.
Mr. Donald H. Leavenworth
David and Cindy Leffell
Dr. John J. Lemasters
Mr. Don Leufven
Mr. Jason Philip Lujan
Mr. Edwin E. Mackethan III
Mr. and Mrs. Jaime Maddox
Mr. Whit C. Magruder
Dr. Vincent T. Marchesi
Chesed, Inc.
Dr. Samuel Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Maturo
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Maxey
Mr.  Colin McNaughton
Mr. Stephen B. Middlebrook
Dr. Frank J. Mongillo III
Dr. Margarita Mooney 
Mr. F. James Neil, Jr.
Mr. Philip W. Ness, Jr.
Dr. Eric J. Nestler
Mr. Benjamin Noble
Mr. Peter Nordell
Novartis
Mr. John G. Odom
Mr. James H. Ottaway, Jr.
Dr. Michael Parry
Mr. Ernest C. Pepples
Mr. Scott G. Peterson
Ms. Rachel Suzanne Phillips
Dr. Christopher Peter Poje
Dr. Joel A. Posener
Mr. Philip G. Prassas
Mr. Dan Raymond
Mr. John A. Reker
Dr. Robert M. Rosa
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Ruchman
Mr. Ted Sands
Mr. John P. Schley
Mr. Michael Schoettle
Ms. Sarah G. Scott
Mr. Peter Seed
Mr. Lloyd A. Semple
Mr. Stephen Shealy in honor of 
   Craig Shealy
Ms. Jennifer Shemwell
Mr. Neil R. Simon
Ms. Catherine Smith
Mr. Bernard Edward Stanford
Dr. Harry C. Stone II
Mr. James L. Stripling
Mr. Stanley Trotman Jr.
Mr. Joseph S. von Kaenel
Mr. Philip S. Weber
Mr. Paul V. Wentworth
Mr. Marc F. Wilson
Mr. George A. Wiltsee
Ms. Victoria Winterer
Mr. Richard Wojciechowski
Mr. Richard S. Wood
Mr. Ralph G. Wrobley
Mr. William W. Wurts

SUPPORTERS 
Anonymous (2)
Mr. Jeffrey W. Adler
Ms. Carol H. Ahlschlager
Mr. George Ahrens
Mr. John Alewynse 

SUPPORTERS CONT. 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan R. Allen, Jr.
Ms. Nancy A. Allison 
Mr. Kip Armstrong
Mr. Harris J. Ashton
Mr. Preston Athey
Mr. and Mrs. Richard    
   Auchincloss, Jr.
Mr. Bruce M. Babcock
Mr. Judd L. Bacon
Dr. Curt Bakal
Mr. Daniel P. Barbiero
Mr. James E. Bass
Ms. Sherry Bastion
Mr. Robert E. Beach, Jr.
Mr. A. Benoit
Mr. Andrew S. Berkman
Mr. Franklin L. Best, Jr.
Mr. Frederick L. Bissinger Jr.
Mr. Clarence B. Blair
Dr. James M. Blalock
Mr. Roland H. Boutwell III
Mr. Kevin Boyle
Mr. Thomas Boynton
Mr. Robert J. Broadwater
Col. Warren C. Bulette, Jr.
Mrs. Nancy Brookfield Burke
Mr. Robert Burn
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Bushnell
Mr. and Mrs. Gouverneur S.     
   Cadwalader III
Mr. Henry Cannon III
Capital Group Companies    
   Charitable Foundation
Mr. Clifton B. Cates III
Dr. Russell N. A. Cecil
Mr. Thomas C. Chadwick
Mr. Norman V. Chimenti
Mr. William W. Chip
Mr. Nicholas J. Cimmino
Ms. Claudine A. Cloutier
Dr. Paul Cohart
Dr. Myron W. Conovitz
Mr. Barnaby Conrad III
Mr. Charles Culp
Mr. David M. Culver
Mr. John Curtin in honor of    
   Arthur Seeligson III
Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel W. Cuthbert
Mr. Forrester B. Darling
Ms. Cynthia David
Dr. Chad Davis
Dr. William C. Dennis
Mr. and Mrs. Ross C. Detwiler
Mr. Robert B. Dickie
Ms. Geraldine DiCostanzo
Hon. Robert J. Dieter
Mr. Bruce R. Donahue
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Draper III
Dr. Andrew Edin
Mr. Albert Ehringer
Mr. S. Bruce Ensley
Mr. Alexander T. Ercklentz
Rev. Glenn Leland Ethridge
Lisa N. Ferguson
Mr. Edmund Flynn
Dr. John Foggle 
Mr. Ray P. Foote, Jr.
Mr. Howard P. Forman
Mr. Adam J. Freedman
Mr. David J. Freund

SUPPORTERS CONT. 
Mr. Christopher M. Fugazy
Furman Roth, Inc.
Prof. Thomas P. Gallanis
Mr. Jeffrey P. Gammel
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Ganino
Mr. William P. Garland
Mr. Jack G. Gates
Mr. Mark B. Gerity
Dr. Lawrence G. Gill III
Mr. Frederick H. Gillmore, Jr.
Dr. Morton Glickman in  
   memory of Marcella Halpert
Ms. Margaret L. Goodman
Mr. Joshua Gottheim
Hon. and Mrs. John S. Graham
Mr. Michael Preston Green
Mr. John S. Griswold, Jr.
Mr. P. Benjamin Grosscup III
Mr. Robert W. Grzywacz
Guymark Studios
Mr. Hristo Gyoshev
Mr. John S. Hahn
Dr. Lewis L. Hamilton
Mr. Robert H. Hanson
Mr. Clifford D. Harmon
Mr. Thomas V. Harmon
Dr. Lynn H. Harrison, Jr.
Vianda Playter Williams  Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce F. Heitler
Ms. Patricia Helwick
Mr. Stephen R. Hildrich
Mr. Edward Himmelfarb
Mr. C. Talbott Hiteshew, Jr.
Mr. Harry L. Hobgood
Ms. Claudia Holik
Dr. Dickerman Hollister, Jr.
Captain Thomas T. Holme, Jr.
Mr. Eric J. Holtze
Mr. Morton Howard
Mr. Neal J. Howard
Mr. David S. Huntington
Mr. Erik Jensen
Dr. Peter A. Jolma
Mr. H. Gilbert Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff M. Kaplan
Dr. Danielle Katz
Prof. Joshua T. Katz in honor  
   of Roger Kimball
Mr. Bruce Kendrick
Mr. Roger Kimball
Mr. William B. Kittleman
Mr. Henry K. Kopel
Mr. Daniel R. Kopti
Mrs. Patricia M. Kraynak
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Kron
Dr. Steven C. Landin
Dr. William E. Lang
Mr. Jonathan Leffell
Mr. Ronald D. Levin
Mr. George S. Littell
Mr. Kenneth K. Y. Luke
Mr. Dennis C. Macauley
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Madden
Mr. John F. Manfredi, Jr.
Ms. May Lynn Mansbach in 
   honor of Mr. Joseph B. Schwartz 
Mr. Richard C. Marsh
Dr. William O. Martin III
Mr. W. Edward Massey
Dr. Samuel Masters

SUPPORTERS CONT. 
Mr. Frank Maturo
Mr. Thomas C. Mazza
Mr. E. Dennis McCarthy
Mr. Patrick McConville
Mr. Thomas L. McLane
Mr. Richard D. McLaughlin, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Mendenhall
Mr. Anthony Michel
Mr. Peter T. Milano
Ms. Heather Mohorn Kachinske  
   and Mr. Joseph Kachinske in  
   honor of Dr. Hal Mohorn
Mr. Kyle G. Montgomery
Mr. William S. Moonan
Mrs. Kathleen Beecher Moore in 
   honor of Hon. Ralph K. Winter
Dr. Jennifer Mary George Morcos
Prof. Evan Morris
Mr. Edward S. Mundy
Mr. John F. Neary
Mr. Kenneth E. Newburger
Mr. Steven North
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph O'Brien
Mr. John O'Donnell
Mr. Frederick Pape, Jr.
Dr. Richard R. Pelker
Mr. and Mrs. Don Pesci
Pfizer Foundation Matching  
   Gifts Program
Mr. Jeffrey L. Pliskin
Mr. Frank B. Porter, Jr.
Dr. Robert H. Potts, Jr.
Mr. William T. Potvin
Mr. David C. Pressel
Mr. Edward W. Probert
Mr. John Wood Quinn
Mr. Walter D. Ramberg
Mr. Joshua E. Randall
Mr. Jonathan C. Rauch
Dr. Fredric Reichel
Mr. Edward A. Reilly
Mr. George S.K. Rider
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Risch in  
   honor of Evan Risch '18
Mr. Arthur L. Roberts III
Mr. David Rosen
Mr. Arthur Mark Rubin
Mr. William A. Santillo
Mrs. Robbie Scott Norton
Mr. Richard C. Sears
Mr. Arthur Seeligson III
Mr. Richard Senechal
Dr. Kenneth D. Serkes
Mr. James W. Sharp
Mr. Raymond Sheen
Mr. Flash Sheridan
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Shuster
Slack Chemical
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew E. Sloan
Mr. Leonard W. Smith
Mr. William Albert Smith, Jr.
Mr. Richard S. Sperry
Mr. Robert J. Spinna, Jr.
Mr. John H. Starr
Mr. Drew Steffen
Christopher and Kerry Stella
Mr. Herb Stiles
Mr. Richard Stowers Smith
Dr. Lee H. Strohl
Mr. Philip H. Sutter 

ThankYou 
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SUPPORTERS CONT. 
Mr. Robert B. Symon
Ms. Bette Taylor
Mr. Stewart F. Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Terhune
Mr. Scott G. Thompson
Dr. Allan Toole
Mr. Alexander Troy in memory of  
   Richard Winokur '55 LAW '58
Mr. Alexander Troy
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Turek
Dr. Eugene Valentini
Mr. James Van de Velde
Mr. Mario J. Verdolini, Jr.
Mr. Andrew Vollero, Jr.
Mr. Christopher R. Wall
Dr. J. Michael Watkins-Pitchford
Mr. Samuel B. Webb Jr.
Dr. W. Lamar Weems
Mr. Sigurd R. Wendin, Jr.
Mr. Kenneth R. Werner
Mr. Todd K. West
Mr. Charles Weymouth
Mr. David A. Wilkinson
Mr. David Y. Wood
Mr. Alain Wood-Prince
Dr. James Woolery in memory of  
   Clement L. Markert
Ms. Lin Yang
Dr. Michael J. Yaremchuk
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Yurcheshen
Mr. John G. Zimmerman, Jr.

FRIENDS 
Mr. Thomas L. Abell
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Alprin
Mr. Josh Altman
Dr. Rachel Smith Anderson
Ms. Mary Ann Attianese
Mr. Stephen Bain
Dr. Thomas Banever
Mr. Mark Baran
Mass Mutual
Mr. Justin Bernier
Dr. John R. Bettinger
Mr. and Mrs. Sherwin Borsuk
Mr. John Boyer
Dr. Gary Brauner
Mr. Russell S. Broad, Jr.
Mr. Stuart Paul Brogadir
Mr. Martin Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Burke
Mr. Frank P. Cammisa, Jr.
Mr. Stephen C. Carlson
Ms. Christina Carlson
Mr. Jay Castelli
Mr. Michael Edward Charrier
Mr. Michael V. Costello in memory  
   of  Vincent Francis Costello
Mr. George E. Crawford
Mrs. Judith Davies in memory of   
   John E. Willson
Mr. Dennis Dennehy
Ms. Nina Deutsch
Mr. James F. Dial
Mr. William S. Dickinson
Hon. Joseph M. Ditkoff
Mr. John E. Duncan
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Erickson
Mr. John P. Farrell
Mr. Alfred L. Ferguson

FRIENDS CONT. 
Mr. Michael L. Friedman
Mr. Lawrence B. Gibbs
Ms. Jane Giblin
Dr. Jose A. Giron
Mr. William Gruber
Dr. Richard F. Gullot
Mr. Stephen S. Gurney
Dr. John Haney
Mr. Richard Haskel
Mr. George Hauptfuhrer
Mr. Richard C. Heeseler
Mr. C. Ryman Herr, Jr.
Ms. Nancy E. Hobbs
Mr. Winchester F. Hotchkiss
Dr. Randy Jaeger
Mr. Kurt Jomo
Mr. Robert W. Joseph
Mr. Thomas Kent
Dr. Walter A. Klein
Dr. John P. Knud-Hansen
Mr. Brian T. Koziara
Mr. John R. Kraft
Mr. Hugo Kranz
Dr. Arthur F. Krieg
Mr. Henry H. Kuehn
Mr. Philip Kushner
Dr. Maxwell Lai
Mr. Tom G. Larson
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon R. Lindeen
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick C. Livingston
Mr. Justin K. Macedonia
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Maco
Mr. John Madden, Jr.
Ms. Elaine Magowan
Mr. Frank Matthews
Mr. David S. McCoart
Mr. David B. McCormack
Mr. Lawrence McQuade
Mr. John P. McTigue
Mr. Peter S. Meyer
Mr. Kevin D. Michel
Ms. Sandra S. Michel
Mr. James Misner
Drs. Robert and Carmella Moore
Mr. Rex Newcomb
Mr. Richard Northrup
Dr. David C. Novicki
Mr. Dirk Patterson
Mr. Mark Perelman
Mr. Peter V.N. Philip
Mr. Greg Pinson
Mr. Stephen R. Porpora
Mr. Dwight Price
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Renz
Mr. Geoffrey J. Ritts
Mr. Davis R. Robinson
Mr. Kenneth R. Schmeichel
Ms. Tresa Server
Mr. R. Shanley-Brown
Mr. Thomas E. Spahn
Mr. Ronald E. Stackler
Mr. William R. Stewart
Ms. Nancy A. Stratford
Mr. and Mrs. John Y. Taggart
Dr. Robert Lane Taylor
Mr. F. James Tennies
Mr. Kenneth Ullman in memory of  
   Michael Uhlmann '62
Mrs. Paula Van Dermeer
Mr. Ferenc X. Vegh, Jr. 

FRIENDS CONT. 
Mrs. Dorothy B. Venter
Mr. and Mrs. Donald P. Wefer
Ms. Ellen L. Weingart
Mr. Jack Wenik
Mr. Scott Williams
Dr. Thomas E. Williams
Mr. Ethan Young
Ms. Karen D. Youngstrom

ALLIES 
Anonymous
Mr. Anthony Abbruzzese
Mr. Michael R. Alkus
Mr. Nicholas Allis
Mr. Louis A. Barbone
Mr. Rene B. Benitez
Mr. Donald O. Chesworth
Mr. David Chu
Mr. Nicholas Cipolla
Louise K. Clark
Mr. Umashankar Coppa
Mr. Peter Cunniff
Mr. Harry H. Davidson
Ms. Patricia Dooley
Dr. Robert C. Dunn, Jr.
Mr. Michael J. Farmer
Mr. Stephen Farrell
Ms. Jamie Felix-Stott
Mr. Brian Fenton
Mr. Rafael Fernandez
Mr. David F. Generoso
Ms. M. Elena Gerard
Mr. Allan R. Goellner
Mr. Michael Grad
Mr. Douglas M. Griggs
Mr. Milosz Gudzowski
Dr. and Mrs. Steve Gunther
Mr. Robert Henderson
Mr. Peter Hicks
Mr. Michael Horn
Mr. Thomas L. Hurlburt
Dr. Patty Locuratolo Hymanson
Mr. Richard S. Jackson, Jr.
Mr. Temple Jorden
Mr. Peter R. Kehoe
Mr. Timothy H. Langworthy
Dr. David V. Lemone
Mr. Jerome M. LeWine
Ms. Jessica Liang
Mr. Marc Lindemann
Mr. Richard Fitzcaesar Lizardo
Mr. Victor A. Machcinski, Jr.
Mr. Neil Marmor
Mr. and Mrs. George Marr
Mr. Benjamin Marrow
Ms. Kathleen McCreary
Mr. William McRae
Mr. James P. Monaghan
Mr. Boyd S. Murray
Mrs. Marion R. Murray
Mr. John J. Nickles
Mr. William P. Olivito
Mr. James Peluso
Mr. P. Allan Port
Mr. Edward A. Ryan, III
Hon. Benjamin E. Sasse
Ms. Starr Sayres 
Ms. Joan M. Scheel
Mr. John A. Sedlak
Mr. and Dr. David Shaw

ALLIES CONT. 
Dr. Gordon H. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Spiel, Jr.
Mr. Samuel Sussman
Mr. Kyle Tierney
Tiger Management LLC
Ms. Annette L. Tillemann-Dick
Mr. Howard M. Tischler
Mr. Barry Tomlinson
Mr. Salvatore Vallario
Mr. and Mrs. David Van Dorsten
Dr. Joan von Arras in memory of      
   Robert Arras
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Wolf
Mr. Timothy J. Wollaeger
Dr. John C. Wood
Mr. Zachary Young
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Zorthian

LEVELS OF SUPPORT 
$1 - $49 Ally 
$50 - $99 Friend 
$100 - $249 Supporter 
$250 - $499 Associate 
$500 - $999 Benefactor 
$1,000 - $2,499 Partner 
$2,500 - $4,999 Athwart History Club 
$5,000 - $9,999 Firing Line Club 
$10,000 - $24,999 Founder 
$25,000+ Leadership Circle

The Buckley Program would like to recognize those donors who contributed to 
our efforts between January 1, 2019 and December 31, 2019. ThankYou 
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James Piereson 

Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz ’92
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