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American conservatives today run their own Red Queen’s race: like Alice through the looking glass, we 
must run as fast as we can against the current just to remain where we are, and if we are to get somewhere 
else, we must run at least twice as fast. When Buckley formed conservative institutions with material 
policy impact, and when he fought tooth and nail for Goldwater over Rockefeller, and when he ran for 
mayor of New York himself, he was actively fighting against the tide of “progress,” not contently sitting 
back to let society sort out the error of its ways. To stand athwart history and yell “stop” today, American 
conservatives must do much the same, and endeavor to reverse the wave of revolution (in all spheres of 
public and private life) that has sapped the ideals and institutions that made America what it was and what 
it is. 
 
It is not hard to assess that there is a general malaise afflicting our society and culture–on the New York 
subway, I am bombarded daily by advertisements for “dating apps for throuples–and more!” and AI 
necklaces meant to supplant human companions–but there are too many conservatives who think that the 
body politic has a strong enough immune system to deal with that malaise without need for medicine. To 
be fair, the conservative temperament by nature scorns sudden moves and rapid changes, but if the right is 
to accomplish its political and social and cultural goals, it cannot see “rightward moves” and “leftward 
moves” as the same things merely because they are both “moves.” Progressives are more than happy to 
make the American political ratchet one-way, and modern conservatives see any turn in the reverse as a 
radical change with no countenance in the steadfast acquiescence of “true conservatism.” Supporting 
traditional marriage is now seen as exclusionary; being pro-life is a faux pas; traditional marriage norms 
are as dead as the dodo. Alice has largely decided that running in the right direction is just as bad as being 
pushed in the wrong direction and so proudly stands still as a matter of principle, but, of course, 
progressives have no such qualms and so push anyways. 
 
The fruits of this are easy to see: membership in institutional religion continues to decline, marriage rates 
have dropped by 25% since the turn of the century with fewer and fewer children born every year, and 
political violence has skyrocketed to new heights, both against right-wing politicians and law 
enforcement. We have lost our faith; our families founder; our flag is burnt even now in the streets of 
Chicago and Portland. What are conservatives conserving? Activists like to say they are fighting on the 
frontlines of the culture war battlegrounds; the culture war’s true frontlines, where Buckley and Schlafly 
and Bozell served, were lost long ago–the current battle plan apparently is to take the Benedict option and 
fall back to the supposed strongholds of conservative culture of religious institutions and homeschooling 
collectives. Make no mistake, though–eventually the left will come knocking on those doors, bringing 
with them antiliberal liberalism and the force of the law. Don’t believe me? Ask the Little Sisters of the 
Poor. They’ll tell you. 
 
The ultimate answer now is that merely yelling “stop” is not enough; the car that is America has already 
rolled through the sign, as well as a thousand others stretching miles and decades back. It is time to hit 
reverse. Sohrab Ahmari advocated for such a shift in his article “Against David-Frenchism”: he 
understands, as conservatives understood for centuries, that passive complacency and mere words do not 
suffice. If the Supreme Court opens up a path for pro-life legislation, and conservatives stand for the 



absolute dignity of life, then we have to realize that a single heartbeat bill is worth a thousand Marches for 
Life. If conservatives believe in the duality and immutability of sex, then we have to realize that using 
preferred pronouns out of “courtesy” is self-defeating. If religious schools instill students with morality, 
and conservatives want to support those values, then we cannot be afraid of modern principles of 
secularism when we realize that new school voucher programs are far more valuable than new Christian 
homeschooling networks. Conservatives need to legislate for the common good and focus on the 
socioreligious groups that make up the bedrock of America, without constantly keeping an eye on polls 
for the next election. Being a conservative does not and should not be a choice between steadily marching 
a couple of paces behind progressives and fleeing to hide in the pews of a church with ever-dwindling 
attendance. To be a conservative and yell “stop” today must mean to go out, be the man in the arena, and 
to sprint to the finish line of the Red Queen’s race. 
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