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Excluding those counted by political
activity above, there were 15 speakers who
were registered Democrats, three
registered as unaffiliated, and no speakers
registered as Republicans.

YALE CLASS DAY SPEAKERS
Since 1979, 37 of 48 (77%) Yale Class Day speakers were Democrats, 1 (2%)

was a Republican, and 10 (21%) were unaffiliated, unknown, or foreign.

Of the 48 Class Day speakers, 13 were
Democratic politicians (Hillary Clinton
counted for each speech), four were members of
Democratic administrations, and three were
Democratic activists.

Two additional speakers were world
leaders from liberal political parties (they
were not counted as Democrats).

Only one speaker was a Republican politician
and one a Republican administration member. 
One speaker served in both Democratic and  
Republican administrations and was counted
as unaffiliated.

Excluding donations by politicians, 99.2% of
contributions have been to Democratic causes. 

23 speakers have contributed $2 million to
Democrats, including two with unknown
registrations who donated exclusively or
overwhelmingly  to Democrats and were
categorized as Democrats accordingly.
Five speakers have contributed $16,539 to
Republicans, only one of whom donated
exclusively to Republicans.

Contact: 
ari@buckleyinstitute.com

Contributions
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* Political registration was not identifiable for all Class Day speakers,  nor did political
giving provide clarity to determine political affiliation in all cases. This applied to four

speakers and those speakers were treated as unaffiliated in the overall analysis.
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